
 

AGENDA FOR 
 
BURY LOCAL BEE NETWORK FORUM 

 

 
Contact: Julie Gallagher    

Direct Line: 0161 253 6640  
E-mail: Julie.Gallagher@bury.gov.uk or 
Democratic.Services@bury.gov.uk  

Website: www.bury.gov.uk 
 

 
To: All Members of Bury Local Bee Network Forum 
 

Councillors : U Farooq, G Marsden, L McBriar, 

J Southworth and G Staples-Jones (Chair) 

 
 
Dear Member/Colleague 

 
Bury Local Bee Network Forum 

 

You are invited to attend a meeting of the Bury Local Bee Network 
Forum which will be held as follows:- 

 

Date: Tuesday, 25 February 2025 

Place:  Council Chamber - Town Hall 

Time: 6.00 pm 

Briefing 

Facilities: 

If Opposition Members and Co-opted Members require 
briefing on any particular item on the Agenda, the 
appropriate Director/Senior Officer originating the related 

report should be contacted. 



AGENDA 

 

 

1   WELCOME AND APOLOGIES   

 

2   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   
 

To receive any Declarations of Interest. 
 

3   QUESTION TIME   

 
Members of the public have up to 30 minutes to ask questions submitted in advance 
of the meeting, questions should be submitted to Democratic Services by midday on 
Friday 21 February 2025.  
 

4   MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  (Pages 3 - 6) 
 

To confirm as a correct record the Minutes of the last meeting. 
 

5   BEE NETWORK QUARTERLY UPDATE  (Pages 7 - 8) 
 

To receive an update from Transport for Greater Manchester  
 

6   BURY BEE NETWORK REVIEW UPDATE  (Pages 9 - 10) 
 

To receive a presentation from Transport for Greater Manchester 
 

7   HEALTH & TRANSPORT  (Pages 11 - 12) 
 

To receive a presentation from Lee Buggie, Public Health Specialist – Live Well & 
Healthy Place on the role of the Bee Network in promoting public health. 
 
 

8   WORK PROGRAMME 2024/25  (Pages 13 - 14) 
 

To receive a Work Programme of agenda items for future meetings. 
 

9   DATE OF NEXT MEETING   
 

The next meeting will be held at 6.00pm on the 15th April 2025 at Bury Town Hall. 
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 Minutes of: BURY LOCAL BEE NETWORK FORUM 

 
 Date of Meeting: 27 November 2024 

 
 Present: Councillor G Staples-Jones (in the Chair) 

Councillors J Southworth and D Green (Substitute for Cllr 
Farooq). 
 

 Also in attendance: Bury Council Officers – Joanne Betts, Natalie Blackston, Lee 
Buggie, Crispian Logue and Phil Llewellyn. 

TfGM Officers – Dan Coles, Nick Fairclough, Sam Knight and 
Emma Young. 
 

 Public Attendance: 
 

There were no members of the public present. 

 Apologies for Absence: 
 

Councillor U Farooq, Councillor G Marsden and Councillor 
L McBriar 
 

 

1  WELCOME AND APOLOGIES  

 
The Chair welcomed all present to the meeting. Apologies were noted as above. 

 

2  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 
No Declarations of Interest were submitted. 

 
3  QUESTION TIME  

 
No Public Questions had been received. 

 
4  TERMS OF REFERENCE  

 
The Terms of Reference for the Bury Local Bee Network Forum were noted. 
 
The Forum discussed times and dates of meetings to ensure public, Member and TfGM 
attendance, and it was felt that a move to evening meetings would be preferable. 
 
It was agreed: 
 

That the Terms of Reference for the Forum be noted. 
 

 
5  BEE NETWORK QUARTERLY UPDATE  

 
Nick Fairclough presented an update on the delivery of the Bee Network, and highlighted the 
following key areas from the report: 
 

 Successful continuing delivery of Bus Franchising, with a 5% increase in 

patronage. 

 Increasing patronage for Metrolink. 

 Reduced Fare Evasion. 

 Ongoing work on the GM Rail Network. 
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 Active Travel statistics relating to walk, wheel or cycle and an infrastructure 

update. 

 Ongoing work to ensure Bee Network customers can ‘tap on and tap off’ so can 

move seamlessly between between buses and trams, with an ambition to 
integrate cycle hire and GM rail in the future. 

 Fares reduced for weekly and 28 day tickets. 

 Preparation of the draft Local Transport Plan which should be available by 
Summer 2025. 

 
The Chair referred to the exciting initiatives underway, and the benefits for the residents of 
Bury, with the ultimate aim of equal access for all. These sentiments were echoed by the other 
Councillors present. 
 
Cllr Green made comments around the position in Prestwich, where connectivity between 
services was an issue, and that variations in demographics across Prestwich needed to be 
taken into account. Cllr Green also asked TfGM officers to keep Ward Members informed of 
any service issues so they could communicate these to residents. 
 
Dan Coles agreed that there was work to do on communications with residents on changes to 
services or issues, and highlighted that these were areas that the Public Affairs and 
Communications Team and Bus Team would needed to address. 
 
It was agreed: 
 

That the report be noted. 
 
 

 

 
6  BURY BEE NETWORK BUS REVIEW  

 
Daniel Coles gave details of the Bury Bee Network Bus Review, advising that network reviews 

were a mechanism for considering public needs and aspirations for the bus network across 

Greater Manchester. 

Daniel reported on the timescales for change and network review process, advising that in 

terms of the Bury Area Network Review, Stage 1 (Engagement and Evidence Gathering) had 

taken place between September and November 2024, and outlined the next steps from 

December 2024, which would end in January 2026 with strategic network changes 

implemented. Stage 2 would commence from January 2025, with detailed route planning, 

appraisal and further stakeholder engagement. 

In terms of feedback to date, issues identified included reliability, lack of frequency, 

accessibility and infrastructure and integration/inter-connectivity issues.  

The Chair requested that once the consultation outcome was known, that a further report be 

presented and that all Councillors be given the opportunity to attend the meeting. 

Daniel also advised that future Thematic Reviews planned included looking at the NHS, and 

cross border travel, in terms of both staff and patients. 

It was acknowledged that engagement with schools and colleges was a developing approach 

and improvements could still be made. 

Page 4



 Bury Local Bee Network Forum, 27 November 2024 
 
 

 
3 

It was agreed: 

That the report be noted. 

 
7  DRAFT GM SCHOOL TRAVEL STRATEGY  

 
Sam Knight gave details of the draft School Travel Strategy, the aim of which was to get more 
young people to chose to walk, wheel, scoot, cycle or use public transport to get to school and 
access further education.  
 
The report set out the case for change, barriers to travelling sustainably to school, current 
travel patterns, and plans to improve school travel including creation of safer streets around 
schools. Consultation would end on 26th January 2025. 
 
Members and officers discussed the report, with the Safer Streets approach praised, but 
concerns were raised about whether this approach could be resourced once the GM Mayor’s 
activation budget had ended, and also whether the approach moved issues to another area. 
There was also the need to link the approach in with the Bury Physical Activity Strategy. The 
future Safer Streets approach included greater use of ANPR cameras, and use of volunteers 
and teachers, and it was confirmed that Bury would soon have the relevant ANPR powers, 
which would become operational in December. 
 
Chrispian Logue also highlighted the opportunities arising from the Northern Gateway and 
Strategic Housing Sites. 
 
It was agreed: 
 
That the report be noted. 
 
 

 
8  WORK PROGRAMME 2024/25  

 
The Forum discussed potential items to discuss at future meetings that would help form a 
Forward Plan, with items raised including the Travel Hub at Prestwich, the consultation 
feedback from the Bus Review, an item on Health and Transport (Lee Buggie) and the draft 
Local Transport Plan (Summer 2025). 
 
It was agreed: 

 
That Forum Members feed in any further ideas to Phil Llewellyn, who would produce a 
Forward Plan report for the next meeting. 

 
9  DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 
Following discussion about the availability of Members, it was felt that evening meetings would 
work better and TfGM officers advised that they should be able to attend evening meetings. 
 
It was agreed: 
 

That future meetings be held in the evenings, with the date of the next meeting in February 
2025 to be advised. 
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COUNCILLOR G STAPLES-JONES 
Chair  

 
(Note:  The meeting started at 2pm and ended at 3.30pm) 
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Meeting:  Bury Local Bee Network Forum 

Meeting date:  Tuesday 25th February 2025 

Title of report:  Bee Network Quarterly Update 

Report by:  Joanne Betts 

Decision Type: Report for information 

Ward(s) to which 
report relates 

All 

 

Summary 

Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM) will present an update on progress in 

delivering the Bee Network, Greater Manchester’s plan for a high-quality, affordable 

and fully integrated public transport and active travel system for the people and 

businesses of Greater Manchester. The update will include the introduction of a new 

‘pay-as-you-go’ contactless ticket system in March.  

Recommendation 

The Bee Network Forum is requested to note and comment on the Bee Network 

quarterly update. 

Reasons for recommendation  

For information and discussion. 

Alternative options considered and rejected 

N/A 

_________________________________________________________ 

Report Author and Contact Details: 

Joanne Betts j.betts@bury.gov.uk 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Classification: 

Open 
Item No. 
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Meeting:  Bury Local Bee Network Forum 

Meeting date:  Tuesday 25th February 2025 

Title of report:  Bury Bee Network Bus Review Update 

Report by:  Joanne Betts 

Decision Type: Report for information 

Ward(s) to which 
report relates 

All 

 

Summary 

Transport for Greater Manchester (TfGM) will present an update on the review they 

are undertaking of bus services in the Bury borough. The Bury bus service review is 

part of a wider programme of reviews planned across Greater Manchester. As part of 

the review process, TfGM has been listening to what local communities think of 

transport in their area and asking what they would like to see in future.  

Recommendation 

 

The Bee Network Forum is requested to note and comment on the Bury Bee 

Network bus service review. 

Reasons for recommendation  

For information and discussion. 

Alternative options considered and rejected 

N/A 

_________________________________________________________ 

Report Author and Contact Details: 

Joanne Betts j.betts@bury.gov.uk 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Classification: 

Open 
Item No. 
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Meeting:  Bury Local Bee Network Forum 

Meeting date:  Tuesday 25th February 

Title of report:  Health and Transport   

Report by:  Lee Buggie  

Decision Type: Report for information. 

Ward(s) to which 
report relates 

All (East & West Activation) 

 

Summary 

To advise Bury’s Bee Network Forum on the progress of delivering Bury Public 

Health’s – LETS Get Bury Moving Framework’s ambition around integrating physical 

activity into everyone’s daily routines, thus local Bee Network infrastructure is pivotal 

in achieving the Chief Medical Officers activity levels for good health across the life 

course.  

Evidence and local insight indicate that some of Bury’s communities experience 

stark inequalities and that access to traditional sports facilities just isn’t feasible given 

cost of living priorities around food, housing and warmth. 

Bury Public Health and stakeholders are working closely with Early Years around 

physical development levels along with schools around National Childhood 

Measurement Programme outcomes at reception and year 6. There is significant 

work locally to engage those living well and the working / training and education 

population’s nudging those contemplating active travel into commuting, utility and 

recreational travel options. 

Presentation / Slides will cover: 

 Early Years 

 Schools and education 

 Business and Innovation  

 Policy and Strategy  

Recommendation 

The Bee Network Forum is requested to note and comment on Delivering the Bee 

Network Update around infrastructure and activation for health and wellbeing across 

active travel networks and ambitions moving forward around further links to walking, 

wheeling and cycling options. 

Classification: 

Open 
Item No. 
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Reasons for recommendation  

For information and discussion. 

Alternative options considered and rejected 

N/A 

_________________________________________________________ 

Report Author and Contact Details: 

Lee Buggie – Public Health Specialist – Live Well and Healthy Place 

L.buggie@bury.gov.uk  

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Page 12

mailto:L.buggie@bury.gov.uk


BURY LOCAL BEE NETWORK FORUM – DRAFT WORK PROGRAMME FOR 

2024/25 

Meeting date Items Comments 
27th November 2024 

(first meeting) 
Terms of Reference 
 

 

 Bee Network Quarterly Update  

 Bury Bee Network Bus Review  

 Draft GM School Travel 
Strategy 

 

 Work Programme  
25th February 2025 Bee Network Quarterly Update  

 Bury Bee Network Bus Review 

Update 

Dan Coles, TfGM 

 Health and Transport  Lee Buggie 

 Work Programme  
15th April 2025 Bee Network Quarterly Update   
 Travel Hub at Prestwich  

 

25/26 Items: 

 Bury Bee Network Bus Review update 

 Bury Interchange  

 Local Transport Plan (Summer 2025) 
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