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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
This Local Transport Strategy  is a strategic plan for the development of transport within the Borough,  outlining how transp ort will contribute to and support the longer -term aspirations 

of the Borough. The Local Transport Strategy sets out an ambitious vision that 'By 2040, Bury will be an attractive, well connected and innovative Borough where people aspire to 

ȺȡʬǸṹ ʭɐɶȶ ǍɅǱ ʬȡɾȡʌṾ ÿțǸ =ɐɶɐʔȓțậɾ ʌɐʭɅɾțȡɳɾ ʭȡȺȺ ǩǸ ǪɐɅɅǸǪʌǸǱ ǩʳ Ǎ ɃɐǱǸɶɅ ǍɅǱ ǸȒȒȡǪȡǸɅʌ ʌɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌ ɅǸʌʭɐɶȶṹ ɳɶɐʬȡǱȡɅȓ ǍʌʌɶǍǪtiv e, sustainable transport links both within and 

beyond the Borough .' 

ÿțǸ ʬȡɾɐɅ ǍȺȡȓɅɾ ʭȡʌț ʌțǸ =ɐɶɐʔȓțẏɾ ¬Ǹʌẏɾ Eɐ uʌ ñʌɶǍʌǸȓʳ ǍɅǱ ʌțǸ ǍɃǩȡʌȡɐɅɾ ɾǸʌ ɐʔʌ in the Greater Manchester 2040 Transport Strategy ṵg¶ᶰᶮᶲᶮṶ ǩʳ ʭɐɶȶȡɅȓ ʌɐʭǍɶǱɾ ʌțǸ Ẏéȡȓțʌ ¶ȡʲẏ ʌǍɶȓǸʌ 

for half of all trips to be made by public transport, walking, wheeling, or cycling by 2040.

Underpinning the overarching vision of this Local Transport Strategy are six strategic objectives which are cross cutting and ha ve been designed to enable the vision to be achieved .

The vision and objectives are supported by a series of investment priorities for different forms of transport that set out the interventions needed to address local transport issues, 

problems, and challenges . There are six key investment priorities for each mode of transport, Metrolink, Bus, Walking, Wheeling and Cycling and Highways and Parking. These 

investment priorities will help create a transport network that will unlock new sites for development, promote health and well -being through active t ɶǍʬǸȺ ǍɅǱ țǸȺɳ ɃǸǸʌ ʌțǸ =ɐɶɐʔȓțẏɾ 

commitment to having fossil -fuel free travel by 2038.

Having key investment priorities will put the Borough in a stronger position to identify and attract the funding needed to deliver schemes that are locally importa nt. It will enable the 

Council to identify and develop proposals for transport interventions to competitively bid for monies when they become availa ble . A summary of the key investment priorities for each 

mode are set out in the following pages.
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Objective 1 

Support sustainable 
economic growth 
and regeneration

Objective 2 

Reduce 
carbon emissions

Objective 3 

Encourage 
healthy and active 

lifestyles

Objective 4 

Improve 
connectivity

Objective 5 

Improve 
maintenance and 

management of the 
transport network

Objective 6 

Improve 
road safety
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Investment priorities for Metrolink :

As part of the transport strategy for the Metrolink service, investment priorities have

been identified to help address the key Metrolink issues in Bury, such as the outdated

transport interchange, poor quality tram stops on the Bury line and poor

environments leading to and around tram stops . The key investment priorities for

Metrolink are :

1. A new transport interchange in Bury

2. Improvements to Metrolink stops on the Bury line

3. Strengthened walking, wheeling and cycling connections to Metrolink stops

4 . A new Metrolink stop and travel hub/park and ride at Elton Reservoir

5. Travel Hubs

6. A new tram - train link between Bury and Rochdale

Executive Summary: Investment Priorities
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Investment priorities for Bus :

Bus travel is central to the delivery of Greater ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾambitions to provide a

sustainable transport network . Investment in bus services and infrastructure is

needed if we are to make travelling by bus more attractive and support Greater

¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾẎéȡȓțʌ¶ȡʲẏvision to reduce car trips to no more than half of all journeys

by 2040 . The key investment priorities for bus are :

1. Bus reform and the introduction of bus franchising in Bury

2. Better and more reliable bus services in al parts of the Borough

3. A new Bury Town Centre Interchange

4 . Bus priority measures on key routes

5. Better bus stops and stations

6. Bus services to new developments
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Investment priorities for Walking, Wheeling and Cycling :

The priority is to increase the number of short journeys made by walking, 

wheeling and cycling . The ambition in Bury and across Greater Manchester is 

to create a comprehensive network of on and off -road routes and that will 

provide the infrastructure needed to encourage more short trips to be made 

by active travel. The key investment priorities for Walking, Wheeling and 

Cycling are:

1. To create a Boroughwide active travel network

2. Active travel routes to, from and within new development sites

3. Secure cycle parking

4. Better access to bikes

5. Safer Routes to School schemes

6. Connecting Blue and Green Infrastructure Networks

Executive Summary: Investment Priorities
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Investment priorities for Highways and Parking:

This strategy will explore the potential for junction improvements across the 

Borough which improve road safety and design and support safer sustainable 

movements to proposed development and growth sites. It will also look to define 

how and where new public electric vehicle charging points are located, looking at 

both on and off -street locations and key public transport interchanges. The key 

investment priorities for Highways and Parking are to :

1. Address congestion and severance

2. New or improved highways to accommodate new development sites

3. A p rogramme of road safety interventions

4. Maintenance of roads and highways infrastructure

5. Development of parking strategies in key locations

6. Expand the network of electric vehicle charging points
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Executive Summary: Townships

Local transport issues which need to be addressed within each of the =ɐɶɐʔȓțẏɾsix Townships (Ramsbottom, Tottington .

Bury, Radcliffe, Whitefield and Prestwich) have been identified within the Local Transport Strategy . These include :

Å A poor sense of arrival and stop environment at all Metrolink stops along the Bury line .

Å Unreliable and infrequent bus services .

Å Congestion hotspots .

Å Car dominated environments which lead to severance for pedestrians and cyclists travelling into and out of the
Townships .

Å A lack of safe and continuous active travel routes .

Å Poor wayfinding and legibility .

A range of transport interventions will be considered for each Township to support its unique transport and regeneration

needs in line with the strategic objectives and key investment priorities of this Local Transport Strategy . Potential measures

will include :

Å The provision of a new and upgraded Transport Interchange in Bury .

Å Metrolink stop improvements that focus on making stop environments feel safer and more welcoming to encourage
more people to use Metrolink .

Å Improvements to bus services to provide more frequent and reliable bus services .

Å The development and implementation of a high -quality walking, wheeling and cycling network that provides safe and
attractive routes for all ages and abilities in each Township .

Å The provision of an expanded network of Electric Vehicle Charging Points (EVCP).

Å Implementation of road safety schemes such as Safer Routes to School .

Å Continued capital investment in highways maintenance, prioritising areas in accordance with highway asset
management principles and best practice .

Township Wards

Ramsbottom 
and Tottington

Ramsbottom, North Manor, 
Tottington

Tottington Tottington

Bury Elton, Moorside, Bury West, 
Bury East, Redvales

Radcliffe Radcliffe North & Ainsworth, 
Radcliffe West, Radcliffe East

Whitefield Unsworth, Besses , Pilkington 
Park

Prestwich Holyrood, ñʌṣ ¶ǍɶʳẏɾṞ ñǸǱȓȺǸʳ
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Executive Summary: Funding

The Local Transport Strategy acknowledges that delivering a Boroughwide integrated transport network will take time . The cost of the interventions required to deliver the Local 

Transport Strategy is more than the funding currently available. There is scope to finance future interventions via other releva nt funding streams as they come forward, and the 

Council will continue to explore any additional funding sources to deliver the objectives and key investment priorities outlined in t hi s Local Transport Strategy. Developer 

contributions will also be sought to provide the appropriate infrastructure as and when development plots come forward, in line ʭȡʌț ʌțǸ >ɐʔɅǪȡȺẏɾ ǍǱɐɳʌǸǱ EǸʬǸȺɐɳɃǸɅʌ æȺǍɅ ǍɅǱ 

Supplementary Planning Documents/Guidance.

The main source of funding for transport improvements is central government. In July 2022, the government confirmed a package of capital and revenue funding for Greater 

Manchester, including £1.07 billion of capital funding from the City Region Sustainable Transport Settlement (CRSTS) and £95 mil lion of revenue funding through the Greater 

Manchester Bus Service Improvement as part of the national Bus Back Better Strategy. CRSTS funding will deliver investments i n l ocal roads, bus, train and tram services over the 

five years to March 2027: with new quality bus corridors, cycling and walking routes and improved transport infrastructure an d c onnectivity for towns across Greater Manchester.

The CRSTS programme includes several schemes in Bury such as a new state of the art interchange in Bury Town Centre, funding to develop plans for a new Metrolink Stop at 

Elton Reservoir and to investigate new tram -train technology, between Bury, Heywood, Rochdale and Oldham and funding to help imp rove bus routes so that buses are more 

reliable and can become a real alternative to the car, with proposals being developed to upgrade key bus routes between Bury to Bolton and Rochdale town centres. The CRSTS 

programme also includes funding to improve walking and cycling routes in Bury Town Centre and to deliver some of the active trav el improvements identified in the Radcliffe 

Strategic Regeneration Framework and the Ramsbottom Town Plan. There is also money allocated to invest in resurfacing some of th e Borough's m ain roads and the Council has 

received a further £543,000 of Integrated Transport Block funding through CRSTS.

Bury also continues to deliver a programme of capital investment in highways maintenance, prioritising areas in accordance wi th highway asset management principles and best 

practice. Future Investment will see a further £9.5 million invested in maintaining the highway network over the period 2023/24 to 2025/26 through the Highways Investment 

Strategy. This is in addition to maintenance funding that Bury has received through the CRSTS.
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FOREWORD 
Exciting times are ahead for our Borough as we recover from the impacts of Covid -19. Our ¬Ǹʌậɾ Eɐ uʌ ñʌɶǍʌǸȓʳ ɾǸʌɾ ɐʔʌ ʌțǸ ǍɃǩȡʌȡɐɅ Ȓɐɶ =ʔɶʳ ʌɐ Ẏstand out as a place that 

is achieving faster economic growth than the national average, with lower than national average levels of deprivation ẏṣ ğǸ țǍʬǸ ǍȺɶǸǍǱʳ ɾʌǍɶʌǸǱ ʌɐ ǱǸȺȡʬǸɶ ʌțȡɾ ʬȡɾȡɐɅṣ 

We have won £40 million of Government Levelling Up Fund money which is supporting the development of a new civic hub in the h ear t of Radcliffe Town Centre and a 

new market flexihall in Bury Town Centre. But this is just the start of our ambitious plans to deliver more jobs, businesses and homes through our local regeneration 

strategies such as the Bury Town Centre Masterplan, the Radcliffe Strategic Regeneration Framework and the Ramsbottom Town Pl an.

If we are to realise our ¬Ǹʌậɾ Eɐ uʌ vision and our regeneration plans, we need a state -of -the -art transport system that is effective and affordable. We need our tra nsport 

network to unlock new sites for development, to promote health and well -being through active travel and to help meet our commitm ent to having fossil -fuel free travel 

by 2038. We are already working with the other the Greater Manchester councils and Transport for Greater Manchester to deliver a low c arb on London -style fully 

integrated public transport system across bus, tram, train and bike which we are calling the Bee Network, and we have signed up to the Greater Manchester 2040 

Transport Strategy (GM2040) which includes an ambition for half of all journeys to be made by cycling, walking or public transp ort by 2040.

We have already made progress on achieving the GM2040 ambition. Greater Manchester has won over £1 billion of Government funding to 

invest in transport infrastructure over the next 5 years through the City Region Sustainable Transport Settlement (CRSTS), including over £47m of the £84m needed for a 

new state -of -the -art in interchange in Bury Town Centre. The way buses are run in Greater Manchester is also being transformed, bringing them under local control 

through franchising and run by Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA). Lower fares have already been introduced on buses across Greater Manchester to 

attract passengers back to public transport following the pandemic and to help with the cost -of -living crisis. There are also pl ans to introduce new electric buses to 

help improve local air quality, with the first fifty coming into service when franchising starts in September. There is also up to £15.4 million in the CRSTS programme for 

cycling and walking improvements in Bury, Radcliffe and Ramsbottom town centres for which we are currently developing plans.

This Local Transport Strategy will complement the GM2040 Transport Strategy and other plans and strategies by setting out the tr ansport interventions needed to 

address our own local transport issues, problems and challenges. For example, we know that many of our residents rely on publ ic transport, cycling or walking to get 

around and that the current offer falls short of what is needed. Some parts of the Borough have fewer bus services than other s and the services that do run can be 

unreliable. We have invested in some cycling and walking improvements, but we do not have a joined -up network of routes across t he Borough. We know that the 

condition of our roads could be better but years of underinvestment by central government has left us with a maintenance back log . There are places where our network 

is congested at certain times of the day and there are too many people killed and seriously injured on our roads. We also nee d t o clean up the air our residents breathe 

and to help people to make the change to electric vehicles.

We are excited to share our draft Local Transport Strategy with you and look forward to receiving your views on how best we can deliver a clean, reliable, affordable 

transport network that meets the needs of all our local communities.

Councillor Eamonn O'Brien
Leader of the Council

Councillor Alan Quinn
Cabinet Member Environment, 
Climate Change and Operations
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INTRODUCTION
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=ʔɶʳẏɾ¬ǸʌậɾDo It! Strategy is the overarching strategy for the Borough which includes a Vision for the borough to be 'a place that 

is achieving faster economic growth than the national average, with lower than national average levels of deprivation '.

In support of this, the Council is driving forward multiple development sites that will create new employment and homes for our 

residents, as well as regenerating our main town centres in Bury, Radcliffe, Ramsbottom and Prestwich.

Bury is one of the ten local Ǎʔʌțɐɶȡʌʳ ǍɶǸǍɾ ȡɅ gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶ ʭɐɶȶȡɅȓ ʌɐʭǍɶǱɾ ʌțǸ Ẏéȡȓțʌ ¶ȡʲẏ ʌǍɶȓǸʌ ɾǸʌ ɐʔʌ ȡɅ ʌțǸGreater 

Manchester 2040 Transport Strategy (GM2040) for half of all trips to be made by public transport , walking, wheeling or cycling by

2040.

Improving transport and connectivity will be vital in helping to achieve the aims of these and other related plans and strate gie s as 

well as in helping to deliver Bury's ambitions for growth and regeneration.

Whilst Bury is committed to achieving the GM2040 ambitions, the Borough has its own unique transport challenges that need to 

be addressed. That is why we have identified the need for a Boroughwide Local Transport Strategy that sets out how Bury can 

contribute towards achieving the aims of GM2040 and what local interventions are needed to support the Right Mix and Net Zero 

Carbon emissions. It will reflect =ʔɶʳẏɾspecific transport needs and ambitions, will make the case for transport investment and 

will be used to guide future funding bids and programmes of work.

This Local Transport Strategy sets out the regional policy context (chapter 2) and local transport issues (chapter 3) before set ting 

out a vision and transport objectives for the borough (chapter 4). It then sets out the key investment priorities that are de sig ned to 

achieve the vision and objectives for different forms of transport. Subsequent chapters provide further details on what this me ans 

for each of the six townships.

The impact of Greater Manchester -wide policies such as bus franchising, as well as major development proposals such as Elton 

Reservoir and Northern Gateway, are considered through this report.

This is the consultation version of our Local Transport Strategy. Feedback from the consultation exercise will be used to hel p u s to 

prepare a final Local Transport Strategy later this year.
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GREATER MANCHESTER 
TRANSPORT STRATEGY 
2040
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The Greater Manchester Transport Strategy 2040 (GM2040) sets out the long -term ambition 

for transport in Greater Manchester, including Bury, and underlines the importance of 

transport ȡɅ ɾʔɳɳɐɶʌȡɅȓ gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾ ǍɃǩȡʌȡɐʔɾ ɳȺǍɅɾṞ ȡɅǪȺʔǱȡɅȓ ʌțɐɾǸ ɾǸʌ ɐʔʌ ȡɅ ʌțǸ 

overarching Greater Manchester Strategy.

All ten Greater Manchester local authorities and Transport for Greater Manchester, are 

signed up to GM2040 and the principles and projects within it.

The Plan sets out how an integrated transport system will be developed across Greater 

Manchester by 2040 and proposes a £3 billion capital investment programme.

uʌ ȡɅǪȺʔǱǸɾ Ǎ ʬȡɾȡɐɅ Ȓɐɶ gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶ ʌɐ țǍʬǸ ẎWorld class connections that support 

long -term, sustainable economic growth and access to opportunity for all ẏṣ ÿțǸ Ȓɐʔɶ ȶǸʳ 

elements of the GM2040 vision, which are shown in the adjacent diagram, also represent the 

overarching goals of this Local Transport Strategy.

The main source of funding for transport improvements is central government. Having 

GM2040 in place will help to secure government funding for investment in transport across 

Greater Manchester, including for interventions in Bury.

GM2040 is supported by a series of Five -Year Transport Delivery Plans, a Local 

Implementation Plan for each of the ten Greater Manchester local authorities and other sub -

strategies which are at various stages of development including a Streets for All Strategy.

GM TRANSPORT STRATEGY 2040
- 12-

GM2040 
Transport Vision

World -class connections 
that support long term 
sustainable economic 
growth and access to 

opportunity for all

Supporting 
sustainable 
economic 

growth

Protecting our 
environment

Improving 
quality of life 

for all

Developing an 
innovative 
city -region
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GM2040: STREETS FOR ALL
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ñʌɶǸǸʌɾ Ȓɐɶ !ȺȺ ȡɾ gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾ ɅǸʭ ǍɳɳɶɐǍǪț Ȓɐɶ ǸʬǸɶʳʌțȡɅȓ ʭǸ Ǳɐ ɐɅ ɐʔɶ ɾʌɶǸǸʌɾṣ ñʌɶǸǸʌɾfor All places a strong emphas is on reducing traffic and road danger and on improving 

the environment for pedestrians, cyclists and public transport users. This people -centred approach to street planning, design an d network management is needed to level up the 

transport network, support growth and productivity and enable us to meet our decarbonisation targets. The Streets for All vision ȡɾ Ẏto ensure that our streets are welcoming, green, and 

safe spaces for all people, enabling more travel by walking, cycling and using public transport while creating thriving places t hat support local communities and businesses ṣẏ

ÿțǸ ɅǸʭ ñʌɶǸǸʌɾ Ȓɐɶ !ȺȺ ǍɳɳɶɐǍǪț ɳʔʌɾ ɳǸǱǸɾʌɶȡǍɅɾ Ǎʌ ʌțǸ ʌɐɳ ɐȒ Ǎ ẎțȡǸɶǍɶǪțʳ ɐȒ ɶɐǍǱ ʔɾǸɶɾẏṞ ʌțɐɾǸ ʭțɐ ǪɐʔȺǱ Ǳɐ ʌțǸ ȓɶǸǍʌǸɾʌ ha rm, such as drivers, will have a greater level of responsibility 

to ensure they reduce the danger they can pose to people walking, wheeling or cycling. Streets for All identifies five main s tre et types (shown below).
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GM2040 supports a number of other Greater Manchester Strategies and plans including Places for Everyone, 

the Greater Manchester Local Industrial Strategy, the 5 -Year Environment Plan and the GM Low Emission 

Strategy.

The GM2040 ambition is for half of all journeys in Greater Manchester to be made by public transport or active 

ʌɶǍʬǸȺ ǩʳ ᶰᶮᶲᶮṣ ÿțȡɾ ȡɾ ɶǸȒǸɶɶǸǱ ʌɐ Ǎɾ ʌțǸ Ẏéȡȓțʌ ¶ȡʲẏṣ ÿțȡɾ ʭȡȺȺ ɃǸǍɅ ɐɅǸ ɃȡȺȺȡɐɅ ɃɐɶǸ ɾʔɾʌǍȡɅǍǩȺǸ ȲɐʔɶɅǸʳɾ ǸʬǸɶʳ 

day in Greater Manchester by 2040.

Too many short trips are made by car. In Bury, 52% of trips are under 2km and 48% of these are made in a car. 

Many of these short trips could be made on foot in around 20 minutes or by bike in 8 minutes.

There are also many trips made between Bury and destinations in the wider Greater 

Manchester city region such as Rochdale and Bolton. The public transport offer to these destinations is 

limited leading to 78% of people making them by car, which is above the Greater Manchester average 

for these types of trips, and only 17% being made by public transport and 2% by active travel.

GM2040: SUPPORTING OTHER PLANS
- 14 -

1 MILLION MORE
SUSTAINABLE 

JOURNEYS PER DAY
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GM2040: THE BEE NETWORK
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The Bee Network is Greater Manchester's bold vision to deliver a joined -up London -style transport system, with buses 

beginning to be integrated from 2023, trams from 2024 and commuter trains by 2030 - transforming how people travel in 

and around Greater Manchester and enabling them to travel seamlessly across the city -region on buses, trams and trains, as 

well as by walking, wheeling or cycling.

Buses are being brought under local control through franchising and will be run by Greater Manchester Combined Authority 

(GMCA) in the biggest change to public transport in the city -region in over 30 years. The first phase of franchising will get 

underway in Wigan, Bolton and parts of Salford and Bury from September 2023. All bus services in Greater Manchester will be 

franchised by the end of 2024.

Lower fares have already been introduced on buses across Greater Manchester to attract passengers back to public transport 

following the pandemic and to help with the cost of living crisis. There are also plans to introduce new electric buses to help 

improve local air quality. The first fifty will come into service as part of the first phase of franchising in Wigan, Bolton and parts 

of Bury and Salford in September 2023 with another 170 to follow as franchising is rolled out.

The Bee Network also includes ambitious plans for Greater Manchester to have the largest cycling and walking network in 

the country, connecting every area and community in Greater Manchester, including in Bury, with more than 1,800 miles of 

ɶɐʔʌǸɾ ǍɅǱ ᶰṞᶲᶮᶮ ɅǸʭ ǪɶɐɾɾȡɅȓɾṣ ÿțȡɾ ǍɃǩȡʌȡɐɅ ȡɾ ɾǸʌ ɐʔʌ ȡɅ gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾ ǍǱɐɳʌǸǱ ¬ɐǪǍȺ >ʳǪȺȡɅȓ ǍɅǱ ğǍȺȶȡɅȓ 

Implementation Plan Change a Region to Change a Nation ǍɅǱ ȡɾ ɾʔɳɳɐɶʌǸǱ ǩʳ ʌțǸ g¶ !ǪʌȡʬǸ ÿɶǍʬǸȺ >ɐɃɃȡɾɾȡɐɅǸɶẏɾ Active 

Travel Mission .

The GM Cycle Hire Scheme is another part of the Bee Network and is now up and running in the Regional Centre in 

Manchester, Salford and Trafford. In time, this should be expanded more widely across Greater Manchester.
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GM2040: CURRENT FUNDING PROGRAMME
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City Region Sustainable Transport Settlement (CRSTS)

In July 2022, the government confirmed a package of capital and revenue funding for Greater Manchester, including £1.07bn of cap ital 

funding from the City Region Sustainable Transport Settlement (CRSTS) and £95 million of revenue funding through the Greater Man chester 

Bus Service Improvement as part of the national Bus Back Better Strategy. The CRSTS funding will deliver investments in local roads, bus, 

train and tram services over the five years to March 2027: with new quality bus corridors, cycling and walking routes and imp rov ed transport 

infrastructure and connectivity for towns across Greater Manchester.

The bus revenue funding is helping to make bus journeys more affordable through the introduction of lower fares.

Bury schemes in the CRSTS programme

The CRSTS programme approved by central government in July 2022 includes several schemes in Bury such as a new state of the a rt 

interchange in Bury Town Centre. The redevelopment of Bury Interchange will be Greater Manchester's first operationally carbon n eutral 

transport interchange. The £81 million scheme (£45 million CRSTS in the initial tranche, £36 million future CRSTSfunding post 2 027) will 

include full multi -modal integration including capacity for bus, cycle/active travel parking, Metrolink and vertical circulation upgrades. This 

scheme is a key element of our Town Centre Masterplan and we are working closely with TfGM to bring it forward.

There is also funding to develop plans for a new Metrolink Stop at Elton Reservoir and to investigate new tram -train technology between 

Bury, Heywood, Rochdale and Oldham, which would allow Metrolink vehicles to travel along heavy rail lines.

Funding has also been secured to help improve bus routes so that buses are more reliable and can become a real alternative to th e car, with 

proposals being developed to upgrade key bus routes, including the A58 between Bolton, Bury and Rochdale town centres.

The CRSTS programme includes funding to improve walking and cycling routes in Bury Town Centre and to deliver some of the activ e travel 

improvements identified in the Radcliffe Strategic Regeneration Framework and the Ramsbottom Town Plan.

There is also money allocated to invest in resurfacing some of the Borough's m ain roads.

More information on what CRSTS funding means for Bury is set out in within this draft Transport Strategy.
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LOCAL ISSUES AND
CHALLENGES
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LOCAL ISSUES AND CHALLENGES

Although we are already signed up to and committed to achieving the ambitions of the 

GM2040, we have our own specific transport issues and challenges that need to be 

identified and addressed if we are to provide a truly integrated transport system that 

operates for all our residents.

That is why we need a Local Transport Strategy Ṿone which identifies local issues that a 

Greater Manchester wide Transport Plan is too strategic to consider.

Having our own Local Transport Strategy will complement GM2040 and will set out our 

own local transport priorities that will sit alongside the more strategic priorities in 

GM2040.

Crucially, having our own Local Transport Strategy will put us in a stronger position to 

identify and attract the funding needed to deliver schemes that are locally important for 

the Borough. It will enable the Council to identify and develop proposals for transport 

interventions to competitively bid for monies as and when they become available.

To understand the current transport situation and the transport needs and 

requirements of different areas of the Borough, a comprehensive baseline assessment 

was undertaken as part of the development of this Local Transport Strategy.

This Chapter summaries some of the key findings from this evidence, setting out the 

main issues that the subsequent key investment priorities seek to address.
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Local issues and challenges: Metrolink
- 19-

The Bury line has seen significant growth in Metrolink usage and has become an important 

commuting asset, particularly for those travelling to work in Manchester City 

Centre. However, there are a number of issues with the existing Metrolink offer:

Å Bury Interchange is outdated and in need of redevelopment to provide an enhanced 

gateway for Metrolink services coming into Bury town centre, with better connections for 

buses, pedestrians and cyclists.

Å Services on the Bury line are subject to over -crowding during peak periods.

Å The current Metrolink line only serves the one north -south corridor 

within the Borough resulting in poor east -west connectivity.

Å The existing line terminates at the Interchange in Bury Town Centre and does not 

directly serve the townships and more rural areas to the north of Bury town centre.

Å The form and design of Metrolink stops in the Borough, which are largely as they were in 

the days of heavy rail operation, does not meet current passenger needs in terms 

of quality, waiting environment, safety or accessibility. They need investment to 

modernise them make them more attractive to users
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Local issues and challenges: bus services
- 20 -

Investment in bus services is needed to strengthen the attractiveness and of travelling by 

bus and connecting to other public transport modes . This ʭȡȺȺ ɾʔɳɳɐɶʌ gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾ 

Ẏéȡȓțʌ ¶ȡʲẏ ʬȡɾȡɐɅ ʌɐ ɶǸǱʔǪǸ ʌțǸ ɐʬǸɶǍȺȺ ɾțǍɶǸ ɐȒ ǪǍɶ ʌɶȡɳɾ ʌɐ Ʌɐ ɃɐɶǸ ʌțǍɅ half of all journeys 

by 2040. The adjacent map shows the current bus services in the borough. Some of the key 

issues and challenges for bus services are summarised below:

Å Unreliable and infrequent bus connections from Bury town centre to the northern part of 

the Borough, leading to a large number of local journeys being made by private vehicles 

(65% of all journeys starting in Bury are made by car or van).

Å Public transport journeys tend to take significantly longer than the same journeys made 

by private vehicle, particularly from parts of the Borough such as Tottington and 

Ramsbottom, which discourages the use of more sustainable modes.

Å Poor ǩʔɾ ɾʌɐɳ ǍɅǱ ȡɅʌǸɶǪțǍɅȓǸ ȡɅȒɶǍɾʌɶʔǪʌʔɶǸ ǍǪɶɐɾɾ ʌțǸ =ɐɶɐʔȓțṣẰ

Å Improved bus connections to existing and future housing and employment sites such as 

Elton Reservoir and Northern Gateway will be needed to support sustainable 

ɃɐʬǸɃǸɅʌɾṣ Ằ

Å Strategic connections to Rochdale and Bolton are poor and rely on a small number of 

ɾǸɶʬȡǪǸɾṣ Ằ

Å Bury Interchange is dated and in need of redevelopment to provide an enhanced 

gateway for the Borough with high quality pedestrian routes, expanded public realm and 

restricted vehicular access around the interchange.
=ʔɶʳẏɾCurrent Bus 
Network
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Local issues and challenges: Walking,
Wheeling and Cycling

- 21-

Although some high -quality cycle and pedestrian facilities have been delivered and others are in -delivery, we need to do 

more to ensure we have a universally accessible, coherent and connected walking, wheeling and cycling network in 

Bury. Existing infrastructure may need to be upgraded and joined up with new infrastructure that meets new national 

LTN1/20 standards as well as Greater Manchester's new Streets for All standards. Current issues and challenges include:

Å The fragmented nature of the existing cycle network, as shown on the adjacent map. This does not provide the 

required standard of connectivity, thereby limiting the number of new journeys being made by bike.

Å Not all junctions in the Borough have safe crossing points for cyclists and pedestrians.

Å Existing walking and cycling infrastructure along key strategic routes generally offers a poor environment for 

pedestrians and cyclists.

Å There is a lack of walking and cycling infrastructure to support safe crossings of busy roads, the railway and the river.

Å Limited or insufficient cycling infrastructure at key public transport interchanges to support cycle movements as 

part of first -mile and last -mile journeys.

Å New developments such as Northern Gateway, the East Lancashire Paper Mill and Elton Reservoir will need to 

provide new and upgraded walking, wheeling and cycling infrastructure.

Å Bury town centre is encircled by dual carriageway with Peel Way (A56) to the north; Jubilee Way (A58) to the west; 

Angouleme Way (A58) to the south; and Rochdale Road/Derby Way to the east. Whilst these strategic routes provide 

good links to the M66, Rochdale, Bolton and Manchester, they are car -dominant environments which constrain 

permeability for pedestrians and cyclists. =ʔɶʳẏɾCurrent Cycle Network 

Source: MappingGM
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Local issues and challenges:
congestion and delay
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In the last ten years, there has been an increase of 13,400 licensed cars in the 

Borough, which represents an increase of 15%. As levels of car travel have increased, 

congestion on =ʔɶʳẏɾroad network has become more prevalent. Congestion has a 

significant effect on journey times and reliability, which are particularly costly to 

business and bus users, and increases air pollution.

The locations of several junctions with poor levels of safety, congestion or safety and 

congestion are reflected on the adjacent map alongside key strategic roads.

Key areas of traffic delay include the A56 and A58 corridors, around the junctions 

with the M66 (Heap Bridge and Pilsworth) and M60 (at Simister Island and 

Whitefield), on other routes around and through the Borough's town centres and 

connecting routes to the M60 and M66 such as A56 Bury New Road/Manchester 

Road, A58 Rochdale Road and Hollins Brow/Croft Lane, which often suffer additional 

problems when there are incidents on the M60 and M66.

Investment is needed at key strategic highway junctions across the Borough to 

alleviate congestion and improve journey times and reliability for public 

transport. This includes the local highway network as well as the strategic highway 

network (motorways).

Future developments within the Borough such as, the Northern Gateway, will 

impact on travel movements in and around the Borough and there will need to be 

significant investment to accommodate this Ṿboth on the highway and public 

transport.

Road Network Hierarchy Road Network Congestion
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Local issues and challenges:
network condition
=ʔɶʳẏɾhighway network is one of the key elements underpinning the strong performing economy of the 

Borough. It connects us all to jobs, commerce, services, schools, health care and communities.

The highway network comprises carriageways, footways, rights of way, street lights , cycleways, signs, drains, road 

markings, street furniture, structures, verges and highway trees within the publicly maintained highway. The 

value of these assets is estimated at over £1 billion.

As a Council, we have been investing heavily in improving the condition of the highway 

network, spending £20million over the last 6 years. However, the cost associated with keeping just our road 

carriageways in good condition is estimated to be £12 million per year.

It is essential that people are safe and feel secure when travelling.

Good progress has been made in reducing the number of people killed or seriously injured on our roads, but road 

safety challenges still exist across the Borough,. The wards with the highest casualty rate per 1,000 residents are 

Bury East, Unsworth and Holyrood. The adjacent map shows the location of collision by severity in the 5 years 

period 2017 Ṿ2021.

We will continue to work in partnership with Transport for Greater Manchester and others such as Greater 

Manchester Police to reduce the number of casualties on our roads and achieve the Greater Manchester vision 

of reducing deaths to close to zero by 2050, known as Vision Zero .

To encourage people to walk and cycle, we will need to provide safe cycle and pedestrian routes, including 

upgraded road junctions with protected crossing facilities.

Local issues and challenges:
road safety

Bury reported Injury Collisions 2017 -2021
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Public transport is a very safe way to travel, but some people are deterred from using it by the fear 

of crime and anti -social behaviour, which we must continue to tackle in partnership with TfGM.

TfGM jointly lead the GM TravelSafe Partnership alongside Greater Manchester Police (GMP) with 

support from transport operators, GM local Authorities, British Transport Police and GMCA. 

TravelSafe is a collaborative three -year strategy with the following high -level objectives:

Å To improve the perception of safety and security across public transport;

Å To address and deter instances of crime and antisocial behaviour (ASB) occurring on the 

transport network; and

Å To promote and encourage ethical travel behaviours.

TravelSafe Specialist Operations are one tool used by the Partnership to address issues of crime and 

anti -social behaviour and reassure public transport passengers. Across the last year, 30 TravelSafe

Specialist Operations were delivered in Bury in partnership with the GMP Transport Unit, Bury 

Council, Bury Youth Service, local schools/colleges and bus/Metrolink operators.

The TravelSafe Partnership also run an extensive programme of education and engagement and 

delivered sessions on behaviours and safe travel to over 50,500 young people across the last 

academic year (2021/22). For Bury this was 7,306 pupils with proactive sessions delivered to all 

primary schools as part of Crucial Crew and reactive sessions delivered to Philips High School, St 

¶ɐɅȡǪǍẏɾ oȡȓț ñǪțɐɐȺṞ ÿɐʌʌȡɅȓʌɐɅ oȡȓț ñǪțɐɐȺṞ ĆɅɾʭɐɶʌț !ǪǍǱǸɃʳ ǍɅǱ =ʔɶʳ >ɐȺȺǸȓǸṣ

Local issues and challenges:
personal security
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Local issues and challenges:
Achieving the 2040 Right Mix

- 25 -

The GM2040 ambition is for half of all journeys in Greater Manchester to be made by public 

transport or active ʌɶǍʬǸȺ ǩʳ ᶰᶮᶲᶮṣ ÿțȡɾ ȡɾ ɶǸȒǸɶɶǸǱ ʌɐ Ǎɾ ʌțǸ Ẏéȡȓțʌ ¶ȡʲẏṣ ÿțȡɾ ʭȡȺȺ ɃǸǍɅ ɐɅǸ ɃȡȺȺȡɐɅ 

more sustainable journeys every day in Greater Manchester by 2040.

65% of all journeys starting in Bury are made by car or van, and 33% by sustainable modes (26% 

active travel and 7% by public transport).

Too many short trips in Greater Manchester are made by car. In Bury, 52% of all trips are under 2km 

and 48% of these are made in a car. Many of these short trips could be made on foot in around 20 

minutes or by bike in 8 minutes.

However, many people are discouraged from walking and cycling due to high levels of road traffic; 

a lack of dedicated cycling infrastructure and signage; and major roads which create severance 

between neighbourhoods and destinations. Many areas are also blighted by having vehicles parked 

on pavements, which restricts footway space for people walking.

These challenges are particularly pronounced in areas with dense populations outside =ʔɶʳẏɾmain 

centres, such as Fishpool and Pimhole . They also impact disproportionately on the 24% of 

households in Bury that do not have access to a car and rely on making trips by foot, bike and 

public transport,. They also exacerbate the prevalence of environmental and health issues.

There are also many trips made between Bury and destinations in the wider Greater Manchester 

city region such as Rochdale and Bolton. The public transport offer to these destinations is limited 

leading to 78% of people travelling to them by car, which is above the Greater Manchester average 

for these types of trips, and only 17% being made by public transport and 2% by active travel.

1 MILLION MORE
SUSTAINABLE 

JOURNEYS PER DAY

Mode of travel for trips under 
2km in Bury

Journeys between Bury 
and wider GM City Region
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Local issues and challenges:
supporting growth and regeneration
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!ʌ ʌțǸ țǸǍɶʌ ɐȒ =ʔɶʳ >ɐʔɅǪȡȺẏɾ ȓɶɐʭʌț ǍɃǩȡʌȡɐɅɾ ȡɾ ʌțǸ ȓɐǍȺ ʌɐ ǸɅɾʔɶǸ ʌțǍʌ ʌțǸ ɶǸɾȡǱǸɅʌɾ ɐȒ 

Bury are able to access family, friends, jobs, education, recreation and health in an 

efficient, economic and environmentally friendly way.

Growth must be inclusive and create vibrant and thriving communities that are well 

connected. It is therefore important that infrastructure is delivered alongside new 

developments to support sustainable neighbourhoods and to create a competitive local 

economy within a high quality built and natural environment.

The Council has embarked on significant regeneration and development programmes in 

its town centres , including Bury, Radcliffe and Prestwich. Transport connectivity is a 

central part of these aspirations.

Like wise, through the Places for Everyone plan, the Council is seeking to deliver strategic 

employment and housing sites. These sites will need to be sustainably integrated into 

gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾ ǸʲȡɾʌȡɅȓ ʌɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌ ɅǸʌʭɐɶȶ ɐɶ ɾʔɳɳɐɶʌǸǱ ǩʳ ɅǸʭ ȡɅȒɶǍɾʌɶʔǪʌʔɶǸṣ

The proposed level of development has the potential to bring extra vehicular traffic to 

=ʔɶʳẏɾroads therefore new transport infrastructure will be needed to support this growth 

in a sustainable manner alongside improved connectivity to ensure Bury residents can 

access the new employment and housing opportunities.

Radcliffe Civic Hub Proposals 

Prestwich Regeneration Proposals  
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æɐɐɶ Ǎȡɶ ɵʔǍȺȡʌʳ ǱǍɃǍȓǸɾ ǸʬǸɶʳɐɅǸẏɾ țǸǍȺʌțṞ ǩʔʌ ȡʌ ǪǍɅ ǩǸ ɳǍɶʌȡǪʔȺǍɶȺʳ ɾȡȓɅȡȒȡǪǍɅʌ ɐɅ ʌțǸ Ƀɐɾʌ 

vulnerable in our communities. Long -term exposure to elevated levels of particulates and nitrogen 

dioxide can contribute to the development of cardiovascular or respiratory diseases and may reduce 

life expectancy. The main source of nitrogen dioxide is road vehicles (especially older, diesel ones). 

Reducing these emissions is vital to clean up our air and to prevent people contracting and suffering 

from serious health conditions.

The adjacent map shows the Air Quality Management Areas (AQMA) declared across the 

Borough. The AQMA incorporates the majority of the major strategic roads in the Borough including 

the A56, A58, M62 and M66 while the table sets out the attributable deaths and years of life lost in 

the Borough due to air quality issues.

It is estimated that approximately 5% of deaths in GM are attributable to particulate pollution, the 

equivalent figure for Bury being 4.5%. Currently, Greater Manchester and Bury are compliant with 

the legal limits of particulate matter, but because of its impact on health it is important to ensure 

that it is reduced as much as possible.

gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾ >ȺǸǍɅ !ȡɶ æȺǍɅ Ǎȡɶ ɵʔǍȺȡʌʳ ɃɐǱǸȺȺȡɅȓ ȡɅǱȡǪǍʌǸɾ ʌțǍʌ ʌțǸ !ᶳᶶBolton Street, Bury 

Bridge, is one of 13 points in Greater Manchester where roadside nitrogen dioxide exceedances of 

legal levels persist to 2025 .

Greater Manchester local authorities, including Bury, are currently working together to develop and 

implement a Greater Manchester -wide Clean Air Plan to tackle exceedances of nitrogen dioxide legal 

levels. Bury will continue to support this work to improve air quality

Local issues and challenges: air quality
- 27 -

Bury Borough (2018)

Number of Deaths (age 25+) 1,798

Percentage of attributable deaths due to 

exposure to man -made PM2.5
4.5%

Estimated number of attributable deaths due 

to exposure to manmade PM2.5
81

Attributable Deaths and Years of Life lost in Bury Borough
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Local issues and challenges:
carbon emissions
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The transport network is one of the biggest contributors to carbon emissions and this 

means measures must be taken locally and nationally to reduce vehicle carbon emissions 

or enable travel by zero emission modes.

Like all the Greater Manchester local authorities, Bury Council has declared a climate 

emergency and set a target to be carbon neutral by 2038. Adopted in 2021, the Council 

has devised a strategy for achieving carbon neutrality by 2038. The Strategy has nine key 

action areas, one of which is transport. The actions in this Local Transport Strategy will 

help facilitate fossil -fuel free travel by 2038 through promoting active travel, public 

transport and the transition to electric vehicles.

Transport decarbonisation will be achieved by encouraging people and businesses to use 

zero emission vehicles such as electric buses and vans which will be supported by plans 

in Bury for electric vehicle charging infrastructure (EVCI) points.

According to the Climate Action Strategy, Bury needs a minimum of 108 public electric 

vehicle charge points and there are currently only 24. The Council is currently behind the 

national average for provision of EVCI per 100,000 of the population. 

Decarbonising transport can be achieved if a higher proportion of travel is by walking, 

cycling and wheeling, particularly for short trips to school, work or transport interchanges 

with bus and Metrolin k. Bury will support and welcome walking, cycling, wheeling and 

shared mobility measures such as the Greater Manchester Cycle Hire Scheme and Bee 

Network of cycleways feature which will facilitate lower carbon journeys.

Other images to be inserted
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Car ownership strongly correlates to economic activity and patterns of deprivation in an area. The 

adjacent figure illustrates the percentage of households in Bury Borough that do not own a car 

ɐɶ ʬǍɅṣ ÿțǸ ʌǍǩȺǸ ɾțɐʭɾ țɐʭ ǍʬǸɶǍȓǸ ǪǍɶ ɐʭɅǸɶɾțȡɳ ȺǸʬǸȺɾ ʬǍɶʳ ǍǪɶɐɾɾ ʌțǸ ǩɐɶɐʔȓțẏɾ ɾȡʲ 

townships and compares them to regional and national figures.

On average, access to private vehicles in Bury Borough is slightly higher than in England and 

Wales as a whole, however, car ownership levels vary significantly across the borough, with some 

areas, particularly to the north of Bury town centre, having much greater access to private 

vehicles than areas to the south.

Ramsbottom and Tottington, for example, have greater access to private vehicles compared to 

the other townships in the Borough and the wider Greater Manchester city -region, while 

Radcliffe and Bury East have more limited access to private vehicles compared to the other 

townships in the Borough.

These car ownership patterns strongly reflect patterns of deprivation in the borough. The English 

Indices of Multiple Deprivation shows that areas to the north of Bury town centre are less 

deprived than areas to the south, with some parts of the borough, particularly around the Bury 

and Radcliffe townships, falling within the 10% most deprived areas in the country.

If transport is to help to reduce levels of deprivation in support of =ʔɶʳẏɾ¬Ǹʌậɾ Eɐ uʌṻambition for 

ʌțǸ =ɐɶɐʔȓț ʌɐ ǍǪțȡǸʬǸ Ẏfaster economic growth than the national average, with lower than 

national average levels of ǱǸɳɶȡʬǍʌȡɐɅậ we must ensure that we improve our public transport 

offer and cycling and walking networks in areas of the borough which are not currently well 

served and that we connect areas of deprivation to employment, education and other key 

services.

Local issues and challenges: deprivation

Car Ownership (2011)

Location %

Ramsbottom 16.3%

Tottington 11.9%

Bury 29.3%

Radcliffe 27.0%

Whitefield 22.5%

Prestwich 23.5%

Bury Borough 22.1%

Greater Manchester 21.0%

North West 24.7%

England and Wales 26.0%

- 29 -
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4
TRANSPORT VISION &
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
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Transport Vision
Bury's long -term Vision for transport and movement in the Borough has been informed by the strategic Vision that has already be set out in GMTS2040. It has also been 

refined to reflect local aspirations for an integrated transport network to help deliver the LETS vision.

- 31-

'World -class connections that support long term sustainable 

economic growth and access to opportunity for all'

ṧ=ʳ ᶰᶮᶲᶮṞ ÿțǸ =ɐɶɐʔȓțẏɾ ʌɐʭɅɾțȡɳɾ ʭȡȺȺ ǩǸ ǪɐɅɅǸǪʌǸǱ ǩʳ Ǎ ɃɐǱǸɶɅ ǍɅǱ ǸȒȒȡǪȡǸɅʌ 

transport network, providing attractive, sustainable transport links both within 

and beyond the Borough. The improvements to transport and connectivity will 

help to grow the ǸǪɐɅɐɃʳ ǍɅǱ ɶǸǱʔǪǸ ǱǸɳɶȡʬǍʌȡɐɅṣẏ

BURY'S TRANSPORT VISION

GM2040 TRANSPORT VISION

LET'S DO IT

=ʳ ᶰᶮᶱᶮ =ʔɶʳ ʭȡȺȺ ẎɾʌǍɅǱ ɐʔʌ Ǎɾ 

a place that is achieving faster 

economic growth than the 

national average, with lower 

than national average levels of 

ǱǸɳɶȡʬǍʌȡɐɅẏṣ
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To achieve the Vision of the Bury Local Transport Strategy and to guide how and where transport investment is prioritised in the Borough, a series of Strategic Objectives have been 

developed as shown below. These Strategic Objectives have been informed by the four objectives of the GM2040 Strategy and refle ct the key transport, socio -economic and 

environmental issues and challenges in Bury and the distinct transport needs and requirements of residents, workers and visitors in the Borough.

Strategic objectives
- 32 -

GMTS2040

Supporting 
sustainable 
economic 

growth

Support sustainable economic 
growth and regeneration

Reduce carbon emissions

Encourage healthy and 
activelifestyles

Improve connectivity

Improve the maintenance and 
management of the transport 
network

Improve road safety

BURY'S TRANSPORT OBJECTIVES

GMTS2040

Protecting 
our 

environment

GMTS2040

Improving 
quality of life 

for all

GMTS2040

Delivering an 
innovative 
city -region
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Bury's Strategic Transport Objectives have helped to shape the key investment priorities that are set out in the subsequent c hap ters of this Local Transport Strategy. These Strategic 

Objectives will help to achieve a truly integrated transport system across the Borough.

STRATEGIC TRANSPORT OBJECTIVES
- 33 -

By delivering a high quality, modern and integrated multi -modal transport network to improve 

ǪɐɅɅǸǪʌȡʬȡʌʳ ǩǸʌʭǸǸɅ ǍɅǱ ʭȡʌțȡɅ ʌțǸ =ɐɶɐʔȓțẏɾ ɾʌɶǍʌǸȓȡǪ ʌɐʭɅɾṞ ɶʔɶǍȺ ǍɶǸǍɾṞ ʌțǸ ʭȡǱǸɶ Ǫȡʌʳ 

region and beyond

By investing in low carbon travel to support the climate emergency and help Bury be carbon 

neutral by 2038

By enabling new jobs and houses in the Borough to be delivered in a sustainable manner 

through targeted transport investment in key growth and development locations

Support sustainable economic 
growth and regeneration

Reduce carbon emissions

Encourage healthy and 
activelifestyles

Improve connectivity

Improve the maintenance and 
management of the transport 
network

Improve road safety

By creating a comprehensive walking and cycling network to encourage more journeys to be 

undertaken on foot and by bicycle across the Borough

By ensuring the best and most cost -effective use of existing resources to manage and maintain 

a safe and resilent transport network

By continuing to work with Transport for Greater Manchester and others, such as 

Greater Manchester Police, to reduce the number of casualties on our roads and achieve the GM 

vision of reducing deaths to close to zero by 2050
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5
TRANSPORT STRATEGY:
METROLINK
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Introduction
Metrolink services commenced in the Borough as part of the introduction of the initial Metrolink network in 

1992. This converted the Altrincham to Bury heavy rail line to light rail operation and largely retained the 

heavy rail stop infrastructure.

Metrolink services connect Bury and Manchester via Radcliffe, Whitefield and Prestwich, enabling onward 

journeys into Greater Manchester and the wider northwest region. The conurbations north of Bury town 

centre (Tottington and Ramsbottom) are served by bus with Bury Interchange providing access to 

Metrolink for onward journeys.

The Bury line has seen significant growth in Metrolink patronage and has become an important 

commuting and leisure route, particularly for those travelling to and from Bury town centre and 

Manchester city centre . However, they retain much of the previous heavy rail stop infrastructure and are 

considered less inviting, incur greater maintenance costs and include historic constraints compared to 

newer stops across the wider network

Funding has been secured through the City Region Sustainable Transport Settlement (CRSTS) to enable 

the Metrolink service offer within the Borough to be enhanced. This includes:

1. Redevelopment of Bury Interchange which will provide a modern, low carbon, safe and secure facility 

with improved access to surface level and a new step free access to the south.

2. Development of a new Stop and Travel Hub/Park and Ride at Elton Reservoir to provide an attractive, 

highly sustainable travel option for residents of the planned adjacent housing development.

3. An initial phase of prioritised improvements to a limited number of other stops on the Bury line . These 

will address specific problems and constraints associated with the stops and help to facilitate modal 

shift away from private vehicles and increase the reach of Metrolink services.

Bury

Radcliffe 

Whitefield 

BessesƻΩ 
thΩ .ŀǊƴ 

Prestwich Heaton Park

ÅElton Reservoir (new stop 
and Travel Hub/Park and 
Ride) 

Bury Metrolink Line 
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As part of the transport strategy for the Metrolink service, a number of investment priorities have been identified by Bury Council, which will work in partnership with TfGM to 

bring forward. These priorities are designed to help address the key issues on Metrolink in Bury including:

Å An outdated transport interchange, which currently does not provide modern transport infrastructure that would facilitate mod al shift;

Å Poor quality tram stops on the Bury line, which have issues around lighting, accessibility, personal safety and are in need of investment; and

Å Poor environments leading to and around tram stops, which are often unwelcoming, not connected and not user friendly for all.

Investment priorities for Metrolink

- 36 -

3. Strengthened walking, wheeling 
and cycling connections to 

Metrolink stops

4. A new Metrolink stop and travel 
hub/park and ride at Elton 

Reservoir

2. Improvements to Metrolink stops 
on Bury line

5. Travel hubs at other Metrolink 
stops

1. A new transport interchange 
in Bury Town Centre

6. A new tram -train link between 
Bury and Rochdale
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Metrolink
Investment priority 1: 
A new Transport interchange in Bury 
Town Centre

- 37 -

The Interchange is the transport hub for Metrolink and bus services in Bury 

town centre, providing visitors with frequent public transport services to 

Rochdale, Bolton and other nearby towns and to a wide range of 

destinations in Greater Manchester via Metrolink. Bury is the only town 

centre interchange in Greater Manchester yet to be redeveloped to 

modern standards.

The facility is now nearing the end of its operational life and is not 

representative of the modern, attractive and integrated transport 

interchanges that have been, and are being, delivered in other towns 

across Greater Manchester.

The current interchange does not support the Bury Town Centre 

Masterplan and is not ready for the patronage growth expected as a 

consequence of its role as a major northern public transport hub, serving 

new development sites such as Elton Reservoir and Northern Gateway, a 

large employment site identified within the Atom Valley Mayoral 

Development Zone. 
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Metrolink
Investment priority 1: 
A new Transport interchange in Bury Town 
Centre

Key Interchange Issue: Deteriorating Condition
The current interchange opened in 1980. It has dated infrastructure that does not meet the 

standard of modern facilities and is an uninviting arrival point for users; the roof is leaking; the 

heating is inefficient, and the lighting systems are inadequate.

The lift and escalator equipment are small and are life expired, the assets are subsequently 

unreliable and are frequently out of service Ṿthis creates accessibility barriers at the stop.

Key Interchange Proposals

Replace the facility with a modern, future -proofed, low carbon, safe, secure and accessible 

interchange.

Deliver a new concourse building and brighter Metrolink platform which feels safe and secure.
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Metrolink
Investment priority 1: 
A new Transport interchange in Bury Town Centre

Key Interchange Issue: Internal Environment
The existing Interchange has poor internal space and offers a poor sense of arrival to the town centre. The large platform 

canopy creates a dark environment which creates safety and security concerns. Similarly, the internal design of the bus 

concourse has poor sightlines which create a poor perception of personal security.

There is a cluttered Metrolink platform which has bottlenecks to passenger movements and capacity constraints on the 

access route. 

The design of the Interchange also cause issues with passenger flows and accessibility, these include:

Å The stairs are narrow and create bottleneck at peak times of the day

Å The escalator is unreliable and requires continuous repairs and maintenance, made difficult because of the age of the 

equipment.

Å The lift is small and is not considered appropriate for use by modern wheelchairs, pushchairs or mobility scooters.

Key Interchange Proposal

New vertical circulation core with an upgraded larger lift provision, escalator and improved stairs to support access for all.

Å New vertical circulation core with an upgraded larger lift provision, escalator and improved stairs to support access 

for all.

Å Refurbish Metrolink platform with additional capacity and new shelters.
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Metrolink
Investment priority 1: 
A new Transport interchange in Bury Town Centre

Key Interchange Issue: External Environment
The existing interchange layout has multiple bus stand buildings which requires users to cross carriageways in a number of locations, 

resulting in multiple bus and pedestrian conflict points.

The cycle hub is remote from the Metrolink and bus facilities and lacks capacity.

There is no access to the Metrolink platform to the south, and there are poor surface access routes into the interchange, sev eri ng 

connections to the south.

Underpass routes are unwelcoming and are magnets for anti -social behaviour and generate a fear of crime.

Key Interchange Proposals

A new arrangement for bus movement and waiting with significantly fewer conflict points.

Improvements to all walking and cycling access routes with a strong sense of arrival and integration with the redevelopment o f Bury 

town centre.

Closure of underpasses which often act as hubs for anti -social behaviour.

New step free access from the south of the town centre to the Metrolink platform to encourage access from existing and propos ed 

developments in the area.

New active travel hub integrated into the interchange building with additional capacity for cycles, accessible cycles and e -bike s.



March 2023Bury Local Transport Strategy Consultation Draft Bury Council

- 41 -

Metrolink
Investment priority 1: 
A new Transport interchange in 
Bury Town Centre

Aspirations for a new Bury 
Interchange
Investment at Bury Interchange is critical to ensure that growth and 

transport aspirations of the Council are realised and that the 

Interchange realises the vision for a truly integrated transport network. 

The redevelopment will set ambitious carbon targets to ensure the 

design helps the Council achieve their carbon goals and reduce the 

impact of the development on our environment.

Residents of Bury can expect an interchange which has taken 

inspiration from redeveloped facilities in neighbouring authorities in 

Greater Manchester, for example:

1. Wythenshawe Interchange

2. Ashton Interchange

3. Wigan Bus station

4. Altrincham Interchange

3

2

4

1
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Metrolink
Investment priority 2:
Improvements to stops on the Bury line

æțǍɾǸ ᶯ ɐȒ ¶ǸʌɶɐȺȡɅȶẏɾ ǸʲɳǍɅɾȡɐɅ ṵᶯᶷᶷᶰṶ ǪɐɅʬǸɶʌǸǱ ʌțǸ !ȺʌɶȡɅǪțǍɃ ʌɐ =ʔɶʳ țǸǍʬʳ ɶǍȡȺ ȺȡɅǸ ʌɐ Ⱥȡȓțʌ ɶǍȡȺ 

operation. The line conversion predominantly retained the heavy rail stop infrastructure. The Bury 

line stops are considered less inviting, incur greater maintenance costs and include historic 

constraints compared to more modern stops and across the wider network. These issues are likely 

to be discouraging sustainable travel in Bury thus limiting residents access to opportunities across 

Greater Manchester.

Key stop issues

The Metrolink Stop Improvements Programme will seek to identify and prioritise improvements to 

address issues such as :

Å Buildings which are in a state of disrepair; 

Å Poor platform accessibility, often via narrow steps with no step -free alternative;

Å Stops are not accessible for all, particularly not for mobility impaired users;

Å Where lifts exist, they are unreliable and are often out of service;

Å Singular entrance/egress point from platforms create crowded funnels / congestion pinch points 

for passenger movement;

Å Dark and uninviting waiting areas and antisocial behaviour areas lead to the perception of 

isolation and fear of crime; and

Å Many stops have virtually no street presence.
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The table below highlights the poor standard of Bury line stops compared to more modern Metrolink stops across the 

network. A key priority will be to use the Metrolink Stop Improvements Programme to prioritise a levelling up of the 

transport infrastructure offered in Bury compared to the rest of Greater Manchester. The images on the right compare stops 

on the Bury line against modern stops (using the Didsbury line as an example). These images show a stark contrast from 

stops that are dark, closed and have limited accessibility, to stops that are light, visible and more accessible.

Firswood Stop - Step access

Firswood Stop - platform canopyBury Metrolink - platform canopy

Heaton Park - Step access

Current Bury Line Aspiration

Firswood Stop Ṿstep -free track 
crossing

A typical Bury line track with no 
track crossing

Metrolink
Investment priority 2: Improvements to stops on 
the Bury line

Bury line

Metrolink Stops

Performance of key aspects of Bury line Metrolink stops in comparison to modern stops 
(for example those delivered on the Trafford Park or Airport Lines)

Ợ ố ɾȡɃȡȺǍɶ ɾʌǍɅǱǍɶǱ ʌɐ ɃɐǱǸɶɅ ɾʌɐɳɾ ṵǩʔʌ ɾʌȡȺȺ ǪǍɳǍǩȺǸ ɐȒ ȒʔɶʌțǸɶ ȡɃɳɶɐʬǸɃǸɅʌṶṨ 
X  = below the standard of modern stops

Platform 
visibility from 
and to 
surrounding 
area

Standard of 
lighting

Multiple access 
points to the stop 

from the surrounding 
area

Alternative 
ramped 
access 
should the 
lift not be 
working

Shelters/canopies 
that allow natural 
light to flood onto 
the platform

Bury Interchange X Ợ X X X

Radcliffe X Ợ Ợ N/A X

Whitefield X Ợ Ợ N/A X

=ǸɾɾǸɾ ɐẏʌțẏ =ǍɶɅỢ Ợ Ợ X

Prestwich X X Ợ N/A X

Heaton Park X Ợ X X X
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To bring the stops on the Bury line up to modern standards, enhance the stop environment and provide a 

space that feels more accessible, welcoming and safer for users, the following interventions will be considered 

at all stops where there is opportunity to do so and subject to budget availability:

Access to stops
Å New ramp access to stops which currently have limited step -free access options;

Å New access routes and track crossings to improve journey times;

Å New accesses will look to enhance the Metrolink stop catchment so more residents can easily reach 

Metrolink;

Å Accessibility improvements at platforms to improve step free access.

Safety
Å Better lighting and CCTV, shelter renewals;

Å Removing dark enclosed spaces to promote a more open environment and provide more natural light and 

surveillance.

Welcoming environment
Å Repainting of handrails;

Å Replacing damaged poster cases;

Å Application of coating to platform surfaces to make them brighter and cleaner;

Å Installation of flower beds.

Welcoming Metrolink Stops

Accessible Metrolink Stops

Metrolink Stops Lighting

Deansgate and Trafford Centre Metrolink Stops

Trafford Park Line Accessible Metrolink Stops

Tram Cam Images of Bury Interchange compared to Barton Dock Road 
Metrolink Stops

Metrolink
Investment priority 2: Improvements to 
stops
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Metrolink
Investment priority 3: Connections to Metrolink 
stops
Strengthening existing walking, wheeling and cycling connections to Metrolink stops along the Bury line is a key 

priority for the Local Transport Strategy. Many of the Metrolink stops in the Borough are in cuttings hidden from view 

due to their historic heavy rail design. Visibility and accessibility to key infrastructure must be enhanced and 

prioritised to encourage more people to use sustainable public transport.

Wayfinding from Metrolink stops to key destinations within our strategic centres is currently poor and needs to be 

enhanced to guide users to their destination. S imilar high quality public realm needs to be extended and delivered 

around Metrolink stops to create a sense of arrival and a continuous pedestrian environment for visitors.

Improving walking, wheeling and cycling connections to Metrolink stops such as better road crossing facilities, new 

cycleways and improved cycle parking will support ambitions to encourage lower carbon journeys over shorter 

travel distances.

Junction improvements are required to provide better road crossing facilities where junctions sever access to 

Metrolink stops for pedestrian and cyclists. An example of the type of crossing facility that could be implemented is 

the cyclops junctions recently delivered at the Market Street junction with Angouleme Way in Bury town centre 

which has made it safer for pedestrians and cyclists to access the Metrolink service at Bury Interchange. 

There is limited cycle storage at several stops along the Bury line which restrict the option of being able to cycle to 

and from Metrolink stops. Improved cycle facilities at stops, such as Cycle Hubs, to support users travelling by bike

will be provided to better integrate Metrolink with walking and cycling.

Strengthening walking and cycling connections to Metrolink stops should foster modal shift which would lead to air 

quality improvements whilst supporting individuals' health and wellbeing. These measures that support cleaner air 

in our communities are in line with national, regional and local policy targets related to climate change.

Hidden Metrolink Stops on Bury Line

Wayfinding Improvements

Improved Accessibility For Cycling

Heaton ParkBesses o'th ' Barn

Barton Dock Road Stop Cyclops Junction, Bury



March 2023Bury Local Transport Strategy Consultation Draft Bury Council

- 46 -
-

Metrolink
Investment priority 4: A new Metrolink stop at Elton 
Reservoir
Elton Reservoir has been identified as a strategic allocation in the Places for Everyone Plan. The proposed site will deliver around 

3,500 new homes and supporting physical and social infrastructure, including two primary schools and two local centres with r eta il, 

health and community facilities.

As part of the Elton Reservoir proposals there is a requirement to provide a new Metrolink stop and Travel Hub/Park and Ride 

facilities Elton Reservoir . The Metrolink stop is intended to encourage a large proportion of trips generated by the site to be made by

sustainable modes and will support Bury in contributing to the Right Mix target for half of all journeys to be made by sustai nab le 

modes by 2040.

To achieve maximum accessibility of the stop, a Travel Hub and Park and Ride will be delivered. This will ensure that those w ho can 

access the development by active modes have safe and attractive opportunities to do so. The Park and Ride will widen the 

catchment area for those living further away and make it easier for people to switch longer car journeys, such as journeys 

to Manchester city centre, to more sustainable modes.

Key elements of the Travel Hub will include secure cycle parking, drop -off pick -up and taxi bays, shared mobility spaces, EV cha rging 

points and potentially parcel lockers. The new stop will contribute to the place making of the new development, providing a v ibr ant 

and integrated space with local facilities in line with the Travel Hub principles. The Elton Reservoir stop will also increas e t he 

attractiveness of the reservoir as a leisure destination and provide better access to greenspace in the south of Bury.

Some funding has been secured  to commence development of a new stop and Travel Hub/Park and Ride through the City Region 

Sustainable Transport Settlement Fund. Bury Council will work with TfGM and the developer to determine an appropriate funding

and delivery strategy for the new stop.

Proposed new Elton Metrolink Stop, Travel 
Hub/Park and Ride.
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Metrolink
Investment priority 5: Travel hubs at other 
Metrolink stops

uɅ =ʔɶʳṞ ʌțǸ ẎÿɶǍʬǸȺ oʔǩɾẏ ǍɳɳɶɐǍǪț ǍȡɃɾ ʌɐ ǩɶȡɅȓ ʌɐȓǸʌțǸɶ æɶȡɐɶȡʌʳ ᶰ ṵȡɃɳɶɐʬǸɃǸɅʌɾ ʌɐ ¶ǸʌɶɐȺȡɅȶ ɾʌɐɳɾṶ ǍɅǱ 

Priority 3 (connections to Metrolink stops) into a holistic view, focussed on increasing Metrolink patronage by 

overcoming barriers to public transport use.

In addition to the measures set out in Priority 2 and Priority 3, the Travel Hubs approach will consider the full 

range of modal integration Ṿincluding bus, taxi, park -and -ride, drop -off/pick -up and shared mobility (such as 

car clubs and bike hire) with active modes.

Other facilities such as electric vehicle charging infrastructure, parcel lockers and commercial opportunities 

will be considered to improve the overall customer experience Ṿand to generate vibrant spaces that play their 

full role in place -making, whilst integrating with adjacent developments.

Bury Council will continue working with TfGM to identify potential locations to apply the Travel Hubs 

approach in Bury.  This will include existing Park and Ride sites, such as Prestwich, Radcliffe and Whitefield.

Image credit: CoMo UK
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Metrolink
Investment priority 6: Metrolink and 
tram -train technology
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TfGM are seeking funding and business case approval to create a rail link between Heywood, 

Rochdale and Oldham using tram -train technology. This will also explore a connection 

between Heywood and Bury, with the goal of linking the existing Metrolink networks in the 

north of Manchester and improving connectivity with the Calder Valley Line. 

The focus of the project will be to create the next generation Metrolink vehicle, tram -train 

ȡɅȒɶǍɾʌɶʔǪʌʔɶǸ ǍɅǱ ɶʔɅɅȡɅȓ Ǎ ɳȡȺɐʌ ẌæǍʌțȒȡɅǱǸɶẍ ɾǸɶʬȡǪǸṣ ÿțȡɾ ʭȡȺȺ ɳɶɐʬȡǱǸṝ

Å A service stopping at all stations/stops along the route.

Å Enhanced modal integration at Bury Interchange & Rochdale Railway Station.

Å Enhanced connectivity to Bury, Heywood, Castleton Rochdale & Oldham.

The ultimate proposal will provide new technology that will allow Metrolink vehicles to 

operate on existing heavy rail lines as well as the Metrolink lines.

As well as providing public transport improvements between Bury to Rochdale (and 

beyond), the proposals will also help to provide sustainable public transport connections into 

the proposed Northern Gateway site.

Proposed Tram -Train Route  
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Proposed City Valley Link from Rawtenstall to Manchester  

Rossendale City Valley Link
Rossendale Borough Council have long -held aspirations to establish a commuter rail link from 

Rawtenstall to Manchester.

These proposals centre on the existing heavy railway line that is currently operating as a Heritage 

Line run by the East Lancashire Railway company (ELR).

This is =ʔɶʳẏɾɃɐɾʌ ɳɐɳʔȺǍɶ ʬȡɾȡʌɐɶ ǍʌʌɶǍǪʌȡɐɅ ǍɅǱ g¶ẏɾ ʌțȡɶǱ țȡȓțǸɾʌ ɳǍʳȡɅȓ ǍʌʌɶǍǪʌȡɐɅṣIt plays a key 

role in attracting visitor spend to the Borough's local economy, particularly in Bury and 

Ramsbottom. ÿțǸ M¬é ɳɶǸɾǸɶʬǸɾ ʌțǸ ǍɶǸǍẏɾ țǸɶȡʌǍȓǸ ǍɅǱ ȺɐǪǍȺ ǱȡɾʌȡɅǪʌȡʬǸɅǸɾɾ ǍɅǱgenerates great 

civic pride.

Bury Council has clearly indicated that it would not support any proposal for a commuter service on 

the ELR line unless it can be clearly demonstrated that it would be able to co -exist with the Heritage 

asset and not negatively affect its operations.

!ɾ ɾʔǪțṞ ʌțȡɾ ȡɾ Ʌɐʌ ǪɐɅɾȡǱǸɶǸǱ ʌɐ ǩǸ ǍɅ Ẏinvestment priority ẏ ǩʔʌ țǍɾ ǩǸǸɅ ȡǱǸɅʌȡȒȡǸǱ țǸɶǸ ʌɐ ȒȺǍȓ ȡʌɾ 

longer -term potential. There will still need to be credible evidence to demonstrate that a commuter 

line and a heritage line can co -exist between Bury Bolton Street and Rawtenstall, and that the 

proposals are realistically costed, viable and deliverable. 
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Linkages to the GM2040 and LTS Objectives
The table below demonstrates how our Investment Priorities for Metrolink contribute to the objectives of both the GM2040 and thi s Local Transport Strategy. 

LTS Investment Priorities GMTS 2040 Objectives LTS Objectives

Supporting 
Sustainable 
Economic 

Growth

Improving 
Quality of Life 

for All

Protecting our 
Environment

Delivering an 
Innovative City -

Region

Supporting 
Sustainable 
Growth and 

Regeneration

Reducing 
Carbon 

Emissions

Encouraging 
Healthy Active 

Lifestyles

Improving

connectivity

Improving

Maintenance and 
Management of 

the Transport 
Network

Improving 
Road 
Safety

Metrolink

1. New Transport Interchange in Bury Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ

2. Improvement to Metrolink Stops on 
the Bury Line Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ

3. Strengthen Walking, Wheeling and 
Cycling Connections to Metrolink 
Stations

Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ

4. New Metrolink Stop and Travel 
Hub/Park and Ride at Elton Reservoir Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ

5. Travel Hubs Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ

6. New Tram -Train Links between 
Bury and Rochdale Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ
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TRANSPORT STRATEGY:
BUS
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The Borough has one bus interchange in Bury town centre and one bus station in Radcliffe. These 

provide public transport connections to destinations within the Borough as well as across the Greater 

Manchester area including to Rochdale, Bolton and Manchester.

Bury Interchange is one of the busiest in Greater Manchester. There were 49,288 bus departures from 

the Interchange in September 2021, most of which were run commercially (86%), with TfGM funding 

the rest (14%). The TfGM services are classed as subsided services and are funded from the public 

purse. The majority bus services use Manchester Road, Rochdale Road, Angouleme Way and 

Walmersley Road to access the town centre.

The Borough currently has 1.95km of bus lanes, the least of all the GM local authorities (GM BSIP). 

Inbound bus lanes operate in the morning and evening peaks on the A58 Bolton Road approach to 

Bury town centre, offering some priority to buses, but they are not continuous along the Bolton -Bury -

Rochdale corridor. Buses using the A58 at Bury Bridge can get caught up in congestion and 

contribute to the air quality issue at this busy location. gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾ >ȺǸǍɅ !ȡɶ æȺǍɅ Ǎȡɶ ɵʔǍȺȡʌʳ 

modelling has identified Bury Bridge as one of 13 points in Greater Manchester where roadside 

nitrogen dioxide exceedances above legal levels will persist to 2025.

Radcliffe also has a busy bus station with 8,030 bus departures in September 2021, 80% of which were 

run commercially and 20% were subsidised by TfGM. The main bus movements in Radcliffe town 

centre are along A665 Pilkington Way, Church Street West and Dale Street where the bus 

interchange is located.

Bury Interchange

Radcliffe Bus Station
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Existing bus infrastructure and 
services in Bury

- 53 -

In June 2021, there were 290,353 bus miles operated in Bury, that's just 6.4% of total bus 

miles across Greater Manchester, (the lowest across the ten GM local authorities (source 

GM BSIP)).

Most bus services are run by private bus operators. Following the Covid 19 Pandemic, bus 

passenger numbers have not returned to pre -pandemic levels, which has affected the 

commercial viability of some services. Many routes in Bury currently require a subsidy to 

be commercially viable, especially weekend and evening services. Services that do extend 

into the evening and weekend are often less frequent.

Following the withdrawal of COVID funding support for bus operators, a number of

companies responsible for routes in Greater Manchester announced their intention to 

reduce the frequency of, or entirely withdraw, some services in October 2022. In order to 

stabilise the network and maintain essential connectivity across the city region, Greater 

Manchester intervened to replace all 31 routes earmarked for withdrawal, including the 

480 and 511 services in Bury. More recently, a number of operators have announced their 

intention to withdraw or reduce the frequency of services in Bolton, Bury and Rochdale 

from April 2023. TfGM is currently working to understand the impact of these proposed 

changes and what options are available to mitigate their impact, prior to the introduction 

of bus franchising.

The adjacent map shows all the bus routes operating in Bury (in January 2023) with 

commercial services shown in blue and the subsidised network in red.

Bury Bus Routes ṾCommercial and Subsidised
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National bus policy and ambition
- -54 -

Bus Back Better

In March 2021 the Department for Transport (DfT) published a new national strategy for 

buses in England outside of London, the aim of which is to get more people using buses 

by making them more attractive. This means making buses faster and more reliable.

Bus Back Better required local transport authorities to produce a Bus Service 

Improvement Plan (BSIP) by October 2021. In Greater Manchester, Government required 

one Plan to cover all ten local authority areas, including Bury.

Government also expects local authorities to develop plans for bus lanes on any roads 

where there is a frequent bus service, congestion, and physical space to install one. 

These bus lanes should be full -time and as continuous as possible and be part of a whole 

corridor approach, with physical measures such as:

Å Traffic signal priority;

Å Bus gates, which allow buses to enter a road that prohibits access to other traffic; and

Å Clear and consistent signage.

Bus Back Better sets out ambitious goals for simpler fares, integrated ticketing, 

integration of buses with other forms of transport, digital information, zero emission 

vehicles and for more services to operate in the evenings, weekends, and at night, and to 

smaller towns and villages. In lower -density, often rural areas, not served by conventional 

buses, the government suggests that new forms of provision, such as demand 

responsive travel in smaller vehicles, may be more appropriate.
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Greater Manchester Bus Service 
Improvement Plan
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Greater Manchester BSIP Priority Themes

In response to the requirements of the National Bus Strategy, Greater 

Manchester submitted a Bus Service Improvement Plan to Government in 

October 2021 setting out ambitious plans to transform the bus market and to 

be the first to use new Government powers to introduce a bus franchising 

scheme.

gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾ ǍɃǩȡʌȡɐɅ Ȓɐɶ ǩʔɾ ȡɾ Ẍto develop a modern low emission 

accessible bus system, fully integrated with the wider Greater Manchester 

transport network on which everyone will be willing to travel regardless of 

ʌțǸȡɶ ǩǍǪȶȓɶɐʔɅǱ ɐɶ ɃɐǩȡȺȡʌʳ ȺǸʬǸȺṾẫ

The ambition for bus in the Greater Manchester BSIP is summarised around 

the seven themes in the adjacent table, which will support a central 

ẎǪʔɾʌɐɃǸɶ ǸʲɳǸɶȡǸɅǪǸẏ ǍɃǩȡʌȡɐɅ ǍɅǱ țǍʬǸ ǩǸǸɅ ǱǸʬǸȺɐɳǸǱ ʌɐ ǍǱǱɶǸɾɾ 

ǪʔɾʌɐɃǸɶ ɳɶȡɐɶȡʌȡǸɾ ǍɅǱ ǍȺȡȓɅ ʭȡʌț ʌțǸ ȓɐʬǸɶɅɃǸɅʌẏɾ ¸ǍʌȡɐɅǍȺ =ʔɾ ñʌɶǍʌǸȓʳṣ

gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾ =ñuæ ʭǍɾ ǍʭǍɶǱǸǱ ễᶷᶲṣᶶ ɃȡȺȺȡɐɅ ɐȒ gɐʬǸɶɅɃǸɅʌ 

funding, which is mostly being used to support the introduction of cheaper 

bus fares.

Greater Manchester BSIP Priority Themes and Ambitions for Bus

BSIP Themes GM Ambitions for Bus 

Customer Experience 
Providing customers with a safe and seamless travel 
experience 

Services Turn up and go frequencies on major routes 

Information Readily available, easy to use, live, and up -to -date

Network Management Improvements to journey times and reliability 

Infrastructure 
Significant increases in bus priority and 
improvements to waiting environments 

Fares and Ticket 
More affordable journeys, integrated with other 
modes

Fleet Zero emissions, high quality buses 
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Bus travel is central to the delivery of Greater ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾambitions to provide a sustainable transport network which is accessible to all, affordable, high

quality and high frequency . We want all Bury's residents to have access to a modern, low -emission, accessible bus system .

Investment in bus services and infrastructure is needed if we are to make travelling by bus more attractive and support Greater ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾẎéȡȓțʌ¶ȡʲẏ

vision to reduce car trips to no more than half of all journeys by 2040 .

Investment priorities for bus

- 56 -

3. A new Bury Town Centre 
Interchange

4. Bus priority measures
on key routes

2. Better and more reliable bus 
services in all parts of the 

Borough

5. Better bus stops and stations

1. Bus reform and the 
introduction of bus 
franchising in Bury

6. Bus services to 
new developments
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Reform of the bus market is a key part of the GM2040 Transport Strategy.

In March 2021, the Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA) announced plans to use new 

Government powers and bring buses back under local control for the first time since they were 

deregulated in 1986 under a system called franchising . The bus franchising scheme is a key part of 

Greater Manchester's wider plans to reform the bus market.

In Greater Manchester at the present time, bus companies decide the routes, frequencies, fares and 

standards. There is no coordination and limited oversight. Where bus companies decide not to run 

essential services, the public sector has to meet the cost of filling in the gaps.

Under franchising, TfGM will coordinate the bus network and contract bus companies to run 

services based on what passengers need, with any profit being reinvested in buses . Franchising will 

bring significant benefits to bus users; buses will be run as part of an integrated public transport 

network; allowing people to change easily between different modes of transport; with simple, 

affordable price -capped tickets; and a single attractive identity which will be easy to recognise and 

understand.

Franchising will be delivered across Greater Manchester in three phases., which are shown on the 

adjacent maps. Some bus services in Bury will be part of the first phase of franchising starting in 

September 2023, including the 471 Bolton -Bury -Rochdale service. =ʔɶʳẏɾ ɶǸɃǍȡɅȡɅȓ ǩʔɾ ɾǸɶʬȡǪǸɾ ʭȡȺȺ 

be brought under local control from March 2024.

All buses in Greater Manchester will be under public control by January 2025.

Buses
Investment priority 1: Bus reform and 
franchising

- 57 -
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Buses ǍɶǸ Ǎ ʬȡʌǍȺ ɳǍɶʌ ɐȒ gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾ ɳʔǩȺȡǪ 

transport system and throughout the Covid -19 pandemic they 

have become even more essential. 75% of public transport 

journeys made in Greater Manchester, both before and during the 

pandemic, are by bus and they continue to be a critical link to jobs 

and essential services, particularly for the those who do not have 

access to a car, which is the case for nearly a quarter of households 

in Bury (24%).

Greater Manchester's bus reform proposals also include a better 

fleet of buses, with over 100 new electric buses to be introduced 

across the first two franchise areas. Clean buses will support our 

ambitions for clean air and a carbon neutral transport system by 

2038.

In Bury, we need buses to provide attractive, accessible and affordable services to all communities to allow 

everyone to access jobs, essential services, and ɐʌțǸɶ ɐɳɳɐɶʌʔɅȡʌȡǸɾṞ ɳǍɶʌȡǪʔȺǍɶȺʳ Ȓɐɶ ʌțɐɾǸ ɳǸɐɳȺǸ ʭțɐ ǱɐɅẏʌ 

have access to a car. To achieve this, w e will work with Transport for Greater Manchester to support Greater 

Manchester's bus reform plans and the roll -out of bus franchising in Bury.

Cheaper bus fares are another part of bus 

reform. In Greater Manchester, TfGM has 

already introduced a capped fares scheme in 

response to the cost of living crisis, whereby 

there is a £2 single journey cap (£1 for 

children) and a £5 AnyBus (£2.50 for children) 

all day cap for bus journeys throughout 

Greater Manchester from September 2022. 

The fares cap scheme was extended to 

include a weekly cap of £21 (£10.50 for 

children) from January 2023.

Under franchising, the Greater Manchester 

Combined Authority will be able to set fares 

and will further develop the integrated 

ticketing and pricing offer available to 

customers.

Bus
Investment priority 1: Bus reform and franchising
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Buses
Investment priority 2: Better bus 
services

- 59-

As set out in Greater Manchester's Bus Service Improvement Plan (BSIP), 

TfGM's aim is to stabilise and then strengthen services and routes to a minimum 

Ẏturn up and go ẏ ȒɶǸɵʔǸɅǪʳ ṵǍʌ ȺǸǍɾʌ ǸʬǸɶʳ ᶯᶮ ɃȡɅʔʌǸɾ ɳǸɶ țɐʔɶ ɐɅ ¶ɐɅǱǍʳ ʌɐ 

ñǍʌʔɶǱǍʳ ǱǍʳʌȡɃǸɾṶ ɐɅ ɃǍȲɐɶ ɶɐʔʌǸɾ ʌɐ ȒɐɶɃ Ǎ ẎLondon -style network ẏṣ

BSIP contains a target for 70 additional routes across the GM bus network to be 

brought up to a high frequency standard by March 2025, with a particular focus 

on linking key towns and district centres. The adjacent map shows Greater 

Manchester's proposed high frequency bus network. Some of these routes 

already benefit from high frequency services (high frequency currently refers to 

operating a bus every 12 minutes or better), including on some Bury routes.

All the existing and proposed high frequency routes in Bury are shown in the 

adjacent table and on the map on the next page. They include routes 

connecting :

Å Ramsbottom and Tottington to Bury;

Å Bury to Manchester city centre;

Å Bury to Bolton and Rochdale.

Two of the main bus routes serving Fairfield General Hospital in Bury, the 467 

and the 468 Bury to Rochdale services, are also included in the proposed high 

frequency network. More information on bus access to Fairfield General Hospital 

can be found in the Bury Township chapter.

Service Route
163* Manchester - Middleton - Heywood
93 Bury - Prestwich - Agecroft - Manchester
97 Bury - Unsworth - Prestwich - Manchester
98 Bury - Radcliffe - Whitefield - Manchester

135* Bury - Whitefield - Cheetham Hill - Manchester
471* Rochdale - Bury - Bolton
524* Bolton - Radcliffe - Bury
472 Bury - Ramsbottom circulars
474 Bury - Ramsbottom circulars
467 Rochdale - Daniel Fold - Bamford - Bury
468 Rochdale - Greave - Bamford - Jericho - Bury

* Indicates an existing high frequency service

Existing and ÿȒg¶ ɳɶɐɳɐɾǸǱ țȡȓț ȒɶǸɵʔǸɅǪʳ ṵẎÿʔɶɅ ʔɳ ǍɅǱ ȓɐẏṶ ǩʔɾ ɶɐʔʌǸɾ ȡɅ =ʔɶʳ

æɶɐɳɐɾǸǱ țȡȓț ȒɶǸɵʔǸɅǪʳ ṵẎÿʔɶɅ ʔɳ ǍɅǱ ȓɐẏṶ ǩʔɾ ɶɐʔʌǸɾ ǍǪɶɐɾɾ gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶ
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Away from these high frequency main routes, we want all our residents to have access to a good bus service 

that provides an attractive alternative to the car and we will work with TfGM towards that aim.

Not all our communities will be served by frequent, regular bus services and there will need to be additional 

services that complement the core network. This could include Demand Responsive Transport in more rural 

parts of the borough where passenger demand doesn't meet the level needed to support fixed route public 

transport services.

Greater Manchester already has demand responsive ' Local Link ' services supporting some communities, 

including a very limited offer in Bury. The Heywood Local Link provides journeys to/from Fairfield General 

Hospital in Bury from the Pilsworth area.

Greater Manchester's Bus Service Improvement Plan identifies the need to provide additional Local Link 

type services to residents in more rural areas of Bury so they have a car -free alternative for accessing work, 

leisure opportunities, education and health services. There could also be an opportunity to expand the Local 

Link offer to Fairfield General Hospital.

Ring and Ride is another form of demand responsive service, in this case providing door -to -door transport to 

Greater Manchester residents who find it difficult to use conventional public transport due to disability or 

limited mobility . The Ring and Ride service o perates boroughwide, including to Fairfield General Hospital.

Our aim is to ensure that all residents have good access to conventional bus services or to alternative 

demand responsive forms of transport for those who experience barriers to accessing the wider 

network due to where they live, due to disability or to mobility impairment.

We will work with TfGM to provide as stable and reliable a bus service as possible that serves as much of the 

community as possible.

Buses
Investment priority 2: Better bus services
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=ʔɶʳẏɾtown centre bus station is part of Bury Interchange. The Interchange has around twenty bus 

stands with services that go to destinations such as Radcliffe, Ramsbottom, Fairfield General Hospital, 

Manchester, Rochdale, Bolton, Rawtenstall, Burnley and Accrington. The current experience of bus 

passengers using Bury Interchange is poor:

Å The Interchange was built in 1980 and is now in poor condition, with leaking roofs and inefficient 

heating and lighting systems.

Å The current arrangement of bus stands creates passenger waiting areas that are long and partly 

tunnel -like, creating the perception of isolation and fear of crime. Reported anti -social behaviour 

incidents indicate that Bury interchange was one of the worst performing interchanges in Greater 

Manchester during June to December 2021.

Å There are many pedestrian crossing points and two -way bus movements resulting in numerous 

conflict points and creating confusion for pedestrians. Of the 200 incidents reported at the 

Interchange in the last 5 years, 20% were at crossing points with a further 13% occurring on 

carriageways. Given the large volumes of movements through the site, including those using the 

facility as a thoroughfare to access the town centre, the number of crossing points is a contributing 

factor to the volume of these incidents.

The redevelopment of Bury Interchange is essential in supporting future movement in and around Bury 

by public transport modes.

Buses
Investment priority 3: Bury Interchange
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To successfully deliver the Greater Manchester Bee Network and Right Mix ambitions 

and encourage greater bus patronage, Bury Council will consider the implementation of 

bus priority measures to improve the reliability and speed of existing and proposed 

bus services. These could include a number of physical measures along key routes such as:

Å Bus lanes;

Å Traffic signal priority; 

Å Bus gates, which allow buses to enter a road that prohibits access to other traffic; and

Å Clear and consistent signage.

Greater Manchester has received significant funding as part of its CRSTS settlement for a 

number of programmes which include bus priority measures ranging from:

Å Quality Bus Transit corridors and whole route bus priority to improve orbital and radial 

bus route corridors such as the A58 to Rochdale and Bolton and the A56 from Bury to 

Manchester: to

Å tackling local pinch points on the network where buses experience delay, such as at 

the Hollins Brow/Manchester Road junction, to reduce congestion and improve bus 

reliability.

Greater Manchester's Bus Corridor Investment Programme can be seen on the map on the 

next page.

Buses
Investment priority 4: Bus priority 
measures

Bus Priority Junctions Bus Gate - Oxford Road, Manchester 
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Greater Manchester's 
Bus Corridor Investment 
Programme

This map shows Greater Manchester's ambition to 

develop and deliver transformative bus 

improvements on 15 strategic, high frequency 

corridors through the Quality Bus Transit and Bus 

Corridor Upgrade programmes.

CRSTS funding will deliver the first phase of 

improvements on Quality Bus Transit (QBT) 

corridors, many of which focus on corridors that are 

under -served by Metrolink.

Buses
Investment priority 4: Bus priority measures
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Orbital QBT corridors in Bury are:

Å A58 Bury ṾRochdale

Å A58 Bury ṾBolton

Radial QBT corridors in Bury are:

Å A56 Bury to Manchester

Å A56 Bury to Ramsbottom

These are the corridors where we will work with Transport for Greater 

Manchester to develop proposals to improve bus reliability.

The QBT corridors in Bury will connect to the new Bury Interchange 

and will also help to improve bus access for Bury's residents to the 

proposed Northern Gateway development.

Improving bus services is an essential step in improving the quality 

of life for people who live in some of =ʔɶʳẏɾ

most deprived communities, where many people do not have access to 

private cars or local connections to Metrolink services.

Improvements delivered in Bury through QBT will improve connectivity 

for communities that fall within the 10% and 20% most deprived areas 

in England.

Greater Manchester Bus Corridor Investment Programme: 
Bury routes

Buses
Investment priority 4: Bus priority measures
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There is funding available in the CRSTS programme for QBT corridor proposals to be developed for 

some routes, and in some cases for delivery. We will work with TfGM to develop proposals for all Bury's

QBT corridors, and to identify and address local pinch points.

The investigation of the A58 Bury to Rochdale Corridor for QBT is already underway, with the 

investigation of the A58 Bury to Bolton for QBT due to commence later this year.

The QBT scheme between Bury and Rochdale will enhance bus services between two major 

regional towns along the 471 bus route as shown on the adjacent plan. It will improve connectivity for 

people in areas of deprivation to access existing jobs, future employment opportunities and new 

homes.

Bus connectivity along the A58 corridor is currently hindered by congestion, particularly in Bury and 

Rochdale town centres at either end of the route. Bus journey times vary significantly throughout the 

day, correlating with the congestion and delay hotspots on the route. With no existing bus priority, an 

inconsistent bus stop offer and the lack of any Real Time Information (RTI) on the corridor, these 

conditions reduce confidence in the existing bus service and impact the bus user experience, the 

public perception of the bus and its ability to attract new users.

QBT improvements on the Bury to Rochdale route will aim to deliver a step -change in the experience 

of using the bus for local journeys by providing a reliable and attractive bus service. QBT will focus on 

improving reliability, accessibility, and the attractiveness of the local bus by tackling the reasons why 

ɳǸɐɳȺǸ ǱɐɅẏʌ ȓǸʌ ɐɅ ǩʔɾṣ

Quality Bus Corridors in Bury: the A58 Bury - Rochdale

Bus gate ẙOxford Road, Manchester

471 Bury ẙRochdale bus route

Buses
Investment priority 4: Bus priority measures



March 2023Bury Local Transport Strategy Consultation Draft Bury Council

- 66 -

The development of QBT and 'Streets for All' proposals along the A58 corridor in 

Bury will support the delivery of the Connectivity Framework in the Bury Town 

Centre Masterplan.

QBT and the Bury Town Centre Masterplan The QBT proposals align well with the Masterplan proposal to reconfigure 

Angouleme Way and prioritise active travel and bus movements around the south 

of the town centre, with Peel Way being the main traffic route on the north side of 

Bury town centre. This is one of the longer term Town Centre Masterplan 

proposals, as is the new Bury Interchange.

The Town Centre Masterplan Connectivity Framework also includes short and medium term proposals, including active crossings, som e of which have now been delivered 

with funding from the GM Mayor's Cycling and Walking Fund, with others to come potentially through CRSTS funding available to Bu ry Council for active travel schemes.

Buses
Investment priority 4: Bus priority measures
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Better bus stops
Alongside improvements to bus services and quicker bus journey times, our bus stops need to be fully 

accessible, provide a comfortable, attractive, and safe waiting environment for passengers, and be well 

connected to homes and destinations.

We will work with TfGM to ensure that bus stops improvements are delivered in Bury including new shelters 

(where practical and required), raised kerbs to facilitate level boarding and alighting for all, and access to 

digital real -time journey information.

We will also ensure that bus stops are easy and safe for people to walk to and from through with, for 

example, conveniently located crossings.

The Quality Bus Corridor programme will include improvements to stops on the corridor and better access 

to stops at town centres and key destinations along bus routes.

Better bus stations
We will also work with TfGM to improve other bus facilities in the Borough such as Radcliffe Bus Station, 

which is not well connected to the wider town centre or to the Metrolink Stop and would benefit 

from improved public realm and pedestrian links to give more a sense of arrival to the town.

In the longer term changes may also be needed to the size and even the location of Radcliffe Bus Station to 

accommodate an increase in passenger numbers and bus movements. One potential option could be to 

integrate the bus station with the Metrolink Stop and Park and Ride to form a new Travel Hub.

Buses
Investment priority 5: Better bus stops and 
stations

An attractive bus shelter with green roof in Manchester

Ensuring stops provide information for customers
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A key Priority for the Council is to ensure that new developments 

are well served by bus so that Bury residents can access new jobs 

at sites such as Northern Gateway and in town centres such as 

Bury and Prestwich where regeneration is underway.

Northern Gateway is a Growth Location of regional and national 

significance that does not currently benefit from any direct rail or 

tram connections, which means that bus will be key to delivering 

public transport access to future employment opportunities here.

There will be opportunities to connect into and enhance existing 

bus networks to connect some parts of the Borough to new 

developments, but new bus services will also be needed, and we 

will work with TfGM to identify these.

A key focus of Greater Manchester's bus corridor upgrade 

programme is to support new developments and growth sites. For 

Bury, delivery of bus improvements as part of the A58 QBT corridor 

upgrade will support the provision of frequent, reliable, high quality 

bus services to Northern Gateway.

Buses
Investment priority 6: Bus services to new 
developments
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There will be a need for more direct services to Northern Gateway from areas of the 

borough such as Radcliffe, where unemployment rates are higher than the 

borough average and where some of the borough's most deprived communities 

can be found, particularly around Radcliffe town centre. Bury Council considers 

direct bus access from Radcliffe Bus Station to Northern Gateway as essential and 

will continue to make the case for this alongside fast, frequent and reliable bus 

services from all our communities.

A Northern Gateway Transport Strategy has been prepared which outlines the 

significant strategic transport interventions needed to support the allocation, 

including new and/or amended bus services and potentially, in the longer term, 

investment in Rapid Bus Transit such as the Leigh -Salford -Manchester guided 

busway, which runs on segregated busway along part of the route.

Improving the connectivity of bus to other transport modes such as rail and 

Metrolink, as well as integration with active travel, will provide a further opportunity 

to create a truly multimodal transport network serving Northern Gateway.

Buses
Investment priority 6: Bus services to new 
developments

Segregated Busway where opportunities exist
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Linkages to the GM2040 Objectives and LTS Objectives
The table below demonstrates how our Investment Priorities for bus contribute to the objectives of both the GM2040 and this L oca l Transport Strategy. 

LTS Investment Priorities GMTS 2040 Objectives LTS Objectives

Supporting 
Sustainable 
Economic 

Growth

Improving 
Quality of Life 

for All

Protecting our 
Environment

Delivering an 
Innovative City -

Region

Supporting 
Sustainable 
Growth and 

Regeneration

Reduce 
Carbon 

Emissions

Encourage 
Healthy Active 

Lifestyles

Improve 
connectivity

Improve 
Maintenance 

and 
management of 

the Transport 
Network

Improve 
Road Safety

Bus

1. Bus Reform and the Introduction of Bus 
Franchising in Bury Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ

2. Better Bus Services with more frequent 
and reliable bus services to all parts of the 
Borough

Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ

3. A new Bury Town Centre Interchange Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ

4. Bus Priority Measures on key routes to 
improve speed and reliability Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ

5. A better passenger waiting environment 
at bus stops and stations Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ

6. Direct, frequent and reliable bus services 
to new developments Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ Ҟ
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7
TRANSPORT STRATEGY:
WALKING, WHEELING
AND CYCLING
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Getting more people to move away from motor vehicles to more active travel modes such as walking, wheeling 

and cycling is fundamental to achieving =ʔɶʳẏɾtransport vision. 

Enabling more walking, wheeling and ǪʳǪȺȡɅȓ ȡɾ ǍɅ ǸɾɾǸɅʌȡǍȺ ǸȺǸɃǸɅʌ ɐȒ ʌțǸ >ɐʔɅǪȡȺẏɾ ǸȒȒɐɶʌɾ ʌɐ ȡɃɳɶɐʬǸ Ǎȡɶ 

ɵʔǍȺȡʌʳ ǍɅǱ ɶǸǱʔǪǸ ʌɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌẏɾ ǪɐɅʌɶȡǩʔʌȡɐɅ ʌɐ ǪȺȡɃǍʌǸ ǪțǍɅȓǸṣ

Active travel modes are also the most affordable and healthiest forms of travel.

200 million trips of under 1 km are made by car in Greater Manchester each year. If a good proportion of these 

trips were made instead by a 15 -minute walk or 4 -minute bike ride, it would make a huge contribution to 

reducing congestion, obesity, respiratory illness and carbon emissions, not to mention the cost of travel. So, 

getting more people to change their travel habits is fundamental to achieving =ʔɶʳẏɾtransport vision.

This means providing safer facilities for walking, wheeling and cycling and improving their integration with 

public transport services is critical to the success of this transport strategy and reducing congestion.

Introduction
Overview of Walking, Wheeling and Cycling

-72-


