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Foreword 
Exciting times are ahead for our Borough as we recover from the impacts of Covid -19. Our ¬Ǹʌậɾ Eɐ uʌ ñʌɶǍʌǸȓʳ ɾǸʌɾ ɐʔʌ ʌțǸ ǍɃǩȡʌȡɐɅ Ȓɐɶ =ʔɶʳ ʌɐ Ẏstand out as a place that is 

achieving faster economic growth than the national average, with lower than national average levels of deprivation ẏṣ ğǸ țǍʬǸ ǍȺɶǸǍǱʳ ɾʌǍɶʌǸǱ ʌɐ ǱǸȺȡʬǸɶ ʌțȡɾ ʬȡɾȡɐɅṣ ğǸ țǍʬǸ 

won £40 million of Government Levelling Up Fund money which is supporting the development of a new civic hub in the heart of Rad cliffe Town Centre and a new market 

flexihall  in Bury Town Centre. But this is just the start of our ambitious plans to deliver more jobs, businesses and homes through our  local regeneration strategies such as the 

Bury Town Centre Masterplan, the Radcliffe Strategic Regeneration Framework and the Ramsbottom Town Plan.

If we are to realise our ¬Ǹʌậɾ Eɐ uʌ vision and our regeneration plans, we need a state -of-the -art transport system that is effective and affordable. We need our tra nsport network 

to unlock new sites for development, to promote health and well -being through active travel and to help meet our commitment to having fossil -fuel free travel by 2038. We 

are already working with the other the Greater Manchester councils and Transport for Greater Manchester to deliver a low carb on London -style fully integrated public 

transport system across bus, tram, train and bike which we are calling the Bee Network , and we have signed up to the Greater Manchester 2040 Transport Strategy (GM2040) 

which includes an ambition for half of all journeys to be made by cycling, walking or public transport by 2040.

We have already made progress on achieving the GM2040 ambition. Greater Manchester has won over £1 billion of Government funding to invest in transport infrastructure 

over the next 5 years through the City Region Sustainable Transport Settlement (CRSTS), including over £47m of the £84m needed for a new state -of-the -art in interchange in 

Bury Town Centre. The way buses are run in Greater Manchester is also being transformed, with franchising bringing them back und er local control for the first time since they 

were deregulated in 1986. Lower fares have already been introduced on buses across Greater Manchester to attract passengers back  to public transport following the 

pandemic and to help with the cost -of-living crisis. There are also plans to introduce new electric buses to help improve local Ǎȡɶ ɵʔǍȺȡʌʳṣ ÿțǸ Ȓȡɶɾʌ ȒȡȒʌʳ ɐȒ ʌțǸɾǸ ẎǩǸɾʌ ȡɅ ǪȺǍɾɾẏ 

buses, which also have more space for wheelchairs, came into service when franchising started in September 2023. There is also u p to £15.4 million in the CRSTS programme 

for cycling and walking improvements in Bury, Radcliffe and Ramsbottom town centres for which we are currently developing plans that we will consult on.

This Bury Local Transport Strategy will complement the GM2040 Transport Strategy and other plans and strategies by setting out t he transport interventions needed to 

address our own local transport issues, problems and challenges. For example, we know that many of our residents rely on publ ic transport, cycling or walking to get around 

and that the current offer falls short of what is needed. Some parts of the Borough have fewer bus services than others and the services that do run can be unreliable. We have 

invested in some cycling and walking improvements, but we do not have a joined -up network of routes across the Borough. We know that the condition of our roads could be 

better but years of underinvestment by central government has left us with a maintenance backlog. There are places where our net work is congested at certain times of the 

day and there are too many people killed and seriously injured on our roads. We also need to clean up the air our residents b rea the and to help people to make the change to 

electric vehicles.

We shared our draft Local Transport Strategy with you earlier this year and asked for your views on how best we can deliver a  clean, reliable, affordable transport network 

that meets the needs of all our local communities. We would like to thank you for your feedback, which we have taken into accoun t in producing this final Bury Local 

Transport Strategy.

Councillor Eamonn O'Brien
Leader of the Council

Councillor Alan Quinn
Cabinet Member Environment, 
Climate Change and Operations
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Executive Summary
This Local Transport Strategy  is a strategic plan for the development of transport within the Borough, outlining how transport will contribute to and support the longer -term 

aspirations of the Borough. ÿțǸ ¬ɐǪǍȺ ÿɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌ ñʌɶǍʌǸȓʳ ɾǸʌɾ ɐʔʌ ǍɅ ǍɃǩȡʌȡɐʔɾ ʬȡɾȡɐɅ ʌțǍʌ Ẏ=ʳ ᶰᶮᶲᶮṞ ʌțǸ =ɐɶɐʔȓțẏɾ ÿɐʭɅɾțȡɳɾ ʭȡȺȺ ǩǸ ǪɐɅɅǸǪʌǸǱ ʌɐ ǸǍǪț ɐʌțǸɶṞ ʌɐ gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶ 

and beyond by an affordable, safe, reliable and well -maintained low carbon transport system. It will be easy to get around by pu blic transport, on foot and by bike. Walking and 

cycling will be the first choice for short journeys for those who are able to walk and cycle. Investment in transport will he lp to grow the economy, reduce deprivation and improve the 

health and well -ǩǸȡɅȓ ɐȒ ɶǸɾȡǱǸɅʌɾẏṣ

ÿțȡɾ ʬȡɾȡɐɅ ǍȺȡȓɅɾ ʭȡʌț ʌțǸ =ɐɶɐʔȓțẏɾ ¬Ǹʌậɾ Eɐ uʌ ñʌɶǍʌǸȓʳṹ with gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾ ǍɃǩȡʌȡɐʔɾ ɳȺǍɅ ʌɐ ǱǸȺȡʬǸɶ ʌțǸ =ǸǸ ¸ǸʌʭɐɶȶṞ an integrated network composed of bus, tram, 

cycling and walking routes, by 2030, and with the  ambitions set out in  the Greater Manchester 2040 Transport Strategy (GM2040) for half of all trips to be made by public transport, 

walking, wheeling, or cycling by 2040.

Underpinning the overarching vision of this Local Transport Strategy are six strategic objectives which are cross cutting and  ha ve been designed to enable the vision to be achieved .

The vision and objectives are supported by a series of investment  priorities for different forms of transport that  set out the interventions  needed to address local transport issues, 

problems and challenges  . There are six key investment priorities for each mode  of transport,  Metrolink, Bus, Walking, Wheeling and Cycling and Highways. These investment 

priorities  will help create a transport network that will unlock new sites for development, promote health and well -being through active t ɶǍʬǸȺ ǍɅǱ țǸȺɳ ɃǸǸʌ ʌțǸ =ɐɶɐʔȓțẏɾ 

commitment to having fossil -fuel free travel by 2038.

Having  key investment  priorities  will put the Borough in a stronger position to attract the funding needed to deliver schemes that are locally important. It will enable the Council to 

identify and develop proposals for transport interventions and to competitively bid for funding when it becomes available. A summary of the key  investment priorities for each mode 

is set out in the following pages.

Objective 1 

Support sustainable 
and inclusive 

economic growth 
and regeneration

Objective 2 

Reduce 
the impact of 

transport on the 
environment

Objective 3 

Support
healthy and active 

lifestyles

Objective 4 

Improve 
connectivity

Objective 5 

Provide a well -
maintained, reliable 

and resilient 
transport system

Objective 6 

Provide a transport 
system that is safe, 

secure and 
accessible to all 
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Investment  priorities  for  Metrolink :

As part of the transport strategy for the Metrolink service, investment priorities have 

been identified to help address the key Metrolink issues in Bury, such as the outdated 

transport interchange, poor quality tram stops on the Bury line and poor 

environments leading to and around tram stops. The key investment priorities for 

Metrolink are:

1. A  new  transport  interchange  in  Bury town  centre .

2. Improvements  to  Metrolink  stops  on  the  Bury  line .

3. Strengthened  walking,  wheeling  and  cycling  connections  to  Metrolink  stops .

4 . A  new  Metrolink  stop,  travel  hub/park  and  ride  at  Elton  Reservoir .

5. Travel  Hubs  at  other  Metrolink  stops .

6. A  new  tram -train  link  between  Bury  and  Rochdale .

Executive Summary:  Investment Priorities

Investment  priorities  for  Bus :

=ʔɾ ʌɶǍʬǸȺ ȡɾ ǪǸɅʌɶǍȺ ʌɐ ʌțǸ ǱǸȺȡʬǸɶʳ ɐȒ gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾ ǍɃǩȡʌȡɐɅɾ ʌɐ ɳɶɐʬȡǱǸ Ǎ 

sustainable transport network.  The GM Bus Strategy is aiming to grow bus 

patronage by 30% by 2030. Investment in bus services and infrastructure is needed if 

we are to make travelling by bus ɃɐɶǸ ǍʌʌɶǍǪʌȡʬǸ ǍɅǱ ɾʔɳɳɐɶʌ gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾ 

Ẏéȡȓțʌ ¶ȡʲẏ ʬȡɾȡɐɅ ʌɐreduce car trips to no more than half of all journeys by 2040. The 

key investment priorities for bus are:

1. Bus  reform  and  the  introduction  of  bus  franchising  in  Bury .

2. Better  and  more  reliable  bus  services  in  all  parts  of  the  Borough .

3. A  new  Bury  Town  Centre  Interchange .

4 . Bus  priority  measures  on  key  routes .

5. Better  bus  stops  and  stations .

6. Bus  services  to  new  developments .
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Investment priorities for Walking, Wheeling and 

Cycling :

The priority is to increase the number of short journeys made by walking, 

wheeling and cycling for those who are able to do so. The ambition in Bury 

and across Greater Manchester is to create a comprehensive network of on 

and off -road routes that will provide the infrastructure needed to encourage 

more short trips to be made by active travel. The  key investment priorities for 

Walking, Wheeling and Cycling are:

1. To create a Boroughwide active travel network.

2. Active travel routes to, from and within new development sites.

3. Secure cycle parking.

4. Better access to bikes.

5. Safer Routes to School schemes .

6. Connecting Blue and Green Infrastructure Networks .

Executive Summary:  Investment Priorities

Investment  priorities  for  Highways :

This strategy will explore the potential for junction improvements across the 

Borough that improve road safety and support safer sustainable movements to 

proposed development and growth sites. It will also look to define how and where 

new public electric vehicle charging points are located, looking at both on and off -

street locations and key public transport interchanges. The key investment priorities 

for Highways are to:

1. Address congestion and severance.

2. Provide access to new developments.

3. Deliver  road safety improvements.

4. Maintain  roads and other highway  infrastructure.

5. Develop a parking strategy for the Borough.

6. Expand  the network of publicly available electric vehicle charging points.
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Executive Summary:  Townships
Local  transport  issues  which  need  to  be  addressed  within  each  of  the  =ɐɶɐʔȓțẏɾ six Townships  (Ramsbottom,  Tottington . Bury,  

Radcliffe,  Whitefield  and  Prestwich)  have  been  identified  within  this  Bury  Local  Transport  Strategy . These  include :

Å The poor  quality  of  public  transport,  particularly  bus  services,  which  are  unreliable  and  infrequent .

Å Issues around  personal  safety  on  all  forms  of  transport .

Å A poor  sense  of  arrival  and  stop  environment  at  all  Metrolink  stops  along  the  Bury  line,  but  particularly  Bury  Interchange .

Å Congestion  hotspots .

Å Car  dominated  environments  which  lead  to  severance  for  pedestrians  and  cyclists  travelling  into  and  out  of  the  Townships .

Å A lack  of  safe and  continuous  active  travel  routes .

Å Poor  wayfinding  and  legibility .

A range  of  transport  interventions  will  be  considered  for  each  Township  to support its  unique  transport  and  regeneration  needs  in  line  

with  this  ñʌɶǍʌǸȓʳẏɾ strategic  objectives  and  key  investment  priorities . Potential  measures  include :

Å The provision  of  a new  and  upgraded  Transport  Interchange  in  Bury .

Å Metrolink  stop  improvements  that  focus  on  making  stop  environments  feel  safer  and  more  welcoming  to  encourage  more  

people  to  use  Metrolink .

Å Improvements  to  bus  services  to  provide  more  frequent  and  reliable  bus  services  through  the  introduction  of  bus  franchising,  

which  will  see buses  being  brought  back  under  local  control  for  the  first  time  since  they  were  deregulated  in  1986.

Å The development  and  implementation  of  a high -quality  walking,  wheeling  and  cycling  network  that  provides  safe and  

attractive  routes  for  all  ages  and  abilities  in  each  Township .

Å The provision  of  an  expanded  network  of  publicly  available  electric  vehicle  charging  points .

Å Implementation  of  road  safety  schemes  such  as Safer  Routes  to  School .

Å Continued  capital  investment  in  highways  maintenance,  prioritising  areas  in  accordance  with  highway  asset  management  

principles  and  best  practice .

Township Wards

Ramsbottom 
and 
Tottington

Ramsbottom, North Manor, 
Tottington

Bury Elton, Moorside, Bury West, 
Bury East, Redvales

Radcliffe
Radcliffe North & 
Ainsworth, Radcliffe 
West, Radcliffe East

Whitefield Unsworth, Besses, 
Pilkington Park

Prestwich Holyrood, ñʌṣ ¶ǍɶʳẏɾṞ 
Sedgley

7



October 2023Bury Local Transport Strategy

Executive Summary: Funding

The Bury Local Transport Strategy acknowledges that delivering a Boroughwide integrated transport network will take time. The cost of the interventions required to deliver the 

Strategy is more than the funding currently available. There is scope to finance future interventions via other relevant fund ing  streams as they come forward, and the Council  will 

continue to explore any additional funding sources to deliver the objectives and key investment priorities outlined in this L oca l Transport Strategy. Developer contributions will also 

ǩǸ ɾɐʔȓțʌ ʌɐ ɳɶɐʬȡǱǸ ʌțǸ ǍɳɳɶɐɳɶȡǍʌǸ ȡɅȒɶǍɾʌɶʔǪʌʔɶǸ Ǎɾ ǍɅǱ ʭțǸɅ ǱǸʬǸȺɐɳɃǸɅʌ ɳȺɐʌɾ ǪɐɃǸ ȒɐɶʭǍɶǱṞ ȡɅ ȺȡɅǸ ʭȡʌț ʌțǸ >ɐʔɅǪȡȺẏɾ ǍǱopt ed Development Plan and Supplementary 

Planning Documents/Guidance.

The main source of funding for transport improvements is central government. In July 2022, the government confirmed a package of capital and revenue funding for Greater 

Manchester, including £1.07 billion of capital funding from the City Region Sustainable Transport Settlement (CRSTS) and £95 mil lion of revenue funding through the Greater 

Manchester Bus Service Improvement Plan as part of the national Bus Back Better Strategy. CRSTS funding will deliver investme nts  in local roads, bus, train and tram services over 

the five years to March 2027: with new quality bus corridors, walking, wheeling and cycling routes and improved transport inf rastructure and connectivity for towns across Greater 

Manchester.

The CRSTS programme includes several schemes in Bury such as a new state of the art interchange in Bury Town Centre, funding to develop plans for a new Metrolink Stop and 

Travel Hub/Park and Ride  at Elton Reservoir and to investigate new tram -train technology between Bury, Heywood, Rochdale and Ol dham. Funding is also available to help 

improve bus routes so that buses are more reliable and can become a real alternative to the car, with proposals being developed to upgrade key bus routes between Bury and 

Bolton and Rochdale town centres.  The CRSTS programme also includes funding to improve walking, wheeling and cycling routes in Bury town centre and to deliver some of the 

active travel improvements identified in the Radcliffe Strategic Regeneration Framework and the Ramsbottom Town Plan. There is a lso money allocated to invest in resurfacing 

some of the Borough's main roads and for road safety improvements.

Bury also continues to deliver a programme of capital investment in highways maintenance, prioritising areas in accordance wi th highway asset management principles and best 

practice.  Future investment will see a further £9.5 million invested in maintaining the highway network over the period 2023/24  to 2025/26 through the Highways Investment 

Strategy. This is in addition to maintenance funding that Bury has received through the CRSTS.
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Introduction
=ʔɶʳẏɾ¬ǸʌậɾDo It! Strategy  is the overarching strategy for the Borough which includes a Vision for the Borough to be 'a place that is 

achieving faster economic growth than the national average, with lower than national average levels of deprivation '.

In support of this, the Council is driving forward multiple development sites that will create new employment and homes for our 

residents, as well as regenerating our main town centres in Bury, Radcliffe, Ramsbottom and Prestwich.

Bury Council is one of the ten Greater Manchester local authorities that have signed up to the ambitions and policies of the Greater 

¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶ ᶰᶮᶲᶮ ÿɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌ ñʌɶǍʌǸȓʳ ǍɅǱ ȡɾ ʭɐɶȶȡɅȓ ʌɐʭǍɶǱɾ ʌțǸ Ẏéȡȓțʌ ¶ȡʲẏ ʌǍɶȓǸʌ Ȓɐɶ țǍȺȒ ɐȒ ǍȺȺ ʌɶȡɳɾ ʌɐ ǩǸ ɃǍǱǸ ǩʳ ɳʔǩȺȡǪ ʌran sport, 

walking, wheeling or cycling by  2040 and Net Zero Carbon emissions by 2038.

Improving transport and connectivity will be vital in helping to achieve the aims of these and other related plans and strate gie s as well 

as in helping to deliver Bury's  ambitions for growth and regeneration.

Whilst Bury is committed to achieving  the  GM2040  ambitions, the Borough has its own unique transport challenges that  need to 

be addressed. That is why we have identified the need for a  Boroughwide  Bury Local Transport  Strategy  that sets out how Bury can 

contribute towards achieving the aims of GM2040 and what local interventions are needed to support the Right Mix and Net Zero 

Carbon emissions. It reflects =ʔɶʳẏɾ specific transport needs and ambitions  and makes the case for transport investment. It will be used 

to guide future funding bids and  programmes of work and to inform and  influence the GM2040 Transport Strategy and Delivery Pla n 

updates, including the Bury Local Implementation Plan within the GM2040 Transport Strategy.

This Bury Local Transport Strategy sets out the regional policy context (chapter 2) and local transport issues (chapter 3) be for e setting 

out a vision and transport objectives for the Borough (chapter 4). It then sets out the key investment priorities that are de sig ned to 

achieve the vision and objectives for different forms of transport. Chapter 9 looks at how all these forms of transport will be joined 

together. Funding and delivery comes next (chapter 10) and finally the next steps (chapter 11). Appended  to the Strategy are more 

details on what this means for each of our six townships as well as more details on our strategic development sites.

The impact of Greater Manchester -wide policies such as bus franchising, as well as major development proposals such as Elton 

Reservoir and Northern Gateway, are considered throughout this Strategy.
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Consultation 
We consulted on the draft version of this Bury Local Transport Strategy, from the 24th March until the end of June. Thank you to  everyone who completed the survey, attended one 

of our public drop -in sessions or other stakeholder events, or submitted their views in a letter or an email.

We got your message loud and clear about the poor quality of the public transport offer, particularly bus services, and how y ou do not feel safe when travelling due to anti -social 

behaviour and fear of crime. Our job is to make sure you both  are safe and  feel safe when travelling for whatever reason at whatever time of day.

We also got some very differing views on we whether we were doing enough for motorists, or whether we were doing enough for pede strians and cyclists. The fact is we want to 

make it easier for everyone to get around but we must reduce our carbon emissions. We can't and won't change things overnight , but we will need to make a gradual change in the 

way we travel. We've added the challenge of balancing competing demands for road space to the ' Local issues and challenges ' chapter.

We have reviewed all your feedback and used it to finalise the Strategy. The outcome of the public consultation was reported to Council Members in October 2023 and a 

consultation statement was published alongside this final Strategy.

Based on your feedback  we have made a number of changes throughout the Strategy, adding in additional information you shared 

with us on your experience of using the existing transport system. A schedule of amendments was published alongside this fina l 

Strategy. Some of the main changes we have made are as follows:

Å We have revised our transport vision to make it clear that we want all our residents, businesses and visitors to have a choice of 

how they travel . We can only make this possible by providing a much better public transport system and making it safe for 

people to make some of their short local journeys on foot and by bike if they are able to walk or cycle .

Å Our vision also includes some of the main features you told us the transport system would need to have to be attractive , such 

as being  'affordable, safe, reliable and well -maintained'.

Å There are also some new issues and challenges in there, such as balancing competing demands for road space and low  levels of 

physical activity, and we've added more on ones such as personal safety.

Å We have also revised our transport objectives to better reflect the issues we need to address, such as reliability, air pollutio n and 

personal safety.
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The Plan sets out how an integrated transport system will be developed across Greater 

Manchester by 2040 and proposes a £3 billion capital investment programme.

uʌ ȡɅǪȺʔǱǸɾ Ǎ ʬȡɾȡɐɅ Ȓɐɶ gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶ ʌɐ țǍʬǸ ẎWorld class connections that support long -

term, sustainable economic growth and access to opportunity for all ẏṣ ÿțǸ Ȓɐʔɶ ȶǸʳ ǍɃǩȡʌȡɐɅɾ ɐȒ 

the GM2040 vision, which are shown in the adjacent diagram, also apply to this Bury Local 

Transport Strategy.

The main source of funding for transport improvements is central government. Having GM2040 

in place helps to secure government funding for investment in transport across Greater 

Manchester, including for projects in Bury.

GM2040 is supported by a Five -Year Transport Delivery Plan, several transport sub -strategies at 

various stages of development, such as the Greater Manchester Bus Strategy (published) and a 

Streets for All Strategy (published) and accompanying Streets for All Design Guide (in 

development), plans for specific areas, such as an Atom Valley/Northern Gateway Transport Plan 

(in development) and a Local Implementation Plan for each of the ten Greater Manchester 

local authorities (published). The diagram on the next page shows how the GM2040 

Transport  Strategy documents sit together.

Greater Manchester Transport Strategy 2040

13

The Greater Manchester Transport Strategy 2040 (GM2040) sets out the long -term ambition for transport in Greater Manchester, inc luding Bury, and underlines the importance 

of transport ȡɅ ɾʔɳɳɐɶʌȡɅȓ gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾ ǍɃǩȡʌȡɐʔɾ ɳȺǍɅɾṞ ȡɅǪȺʔǱȡɅȓ ʌțɐɾǸ ɾǸʌ ɐʔʌ ȡɅ ʌțǸ ɐʬǸɶǍɶǪțȡɅȓ gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶ ñtrategy.

All ten Greater Manchester local authorities and Transport for Greater Manchester, are signed up to GM2040 and all its ambitions , policies and projects.
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GM2040 Transport Strategy Document Hierarchy

ωStatutory Local Transport Plan Documents:

ω2040 Transport Strategy (2017 & 2021 refresh) LTP4

ω2040 Transport Strategy Update (2024) LTP5
GMTS 
2040

ωStreets for All & S4A Design Guide

ωBSIP & Bus Strategy

ωLow Emission Strategy/AQAP

ωGM Rail Prospectus

ωRapid Transit Strategy

ωEVCI Strategy

ωShared Mobility Strategy

ωFreight & Logistics Strategy

Transport 
Sub-strategies

ωCity Centre Transport Strategy

ωHS2 Growth Strategy

ωAtom Valley/Northern Gateway Transport Plan

Strategic Plans for 
Specific Geographies

ωGM Transport Delivery Plan 2021-26

ωGM Transport Delivery Plan 2027-32

ω10x Local Implementation Plans 
including:
ωBury Local Implementation Plan

Pipeline Delivery Plans

Bury Local 
Transport 
Strategy 

& Delivery 
Priorities 
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Every local authority in England outside London is required by law to produce a Local Transport Plan for their 

ǍɶǸǍ ǍɅǱ ɾʔǩɃȡʌ ʌțǸɃ ʌɐ ʌțǸ EǸɳǍɶʌɃǸɅʌ Ȓɐɶ ÿɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌṣ ! ¬ɐǪǍȺ ÿɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌ æȺǍɅ ṵ¬ÿæṶ ǍɾɾǸɾɾǸɾ ǍɅ ǍɶǸǍẏɾ 

transport needs and challenges and sets out different ways in which these challenges will be addressed. In 

Greater Manchester, the ten local Councils and Transport for Greater Manchester must work together to 

produce a single Local Transport Plan for the city -region.

ÿțǸ g¶ᶰᶮᶲᶮ ɾʔȡʌǸ ɐȒ ʌɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌ ɾʌɶǍʌǸȓʳ ǱɐǪʔɃǸɅʌɾ ȡɾ gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾ ¬ɐǪǍȺ ÿɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌ æȺǍɅṣ

Greater Manchester has produced three previous LTPs that collectively cover the period 2001 -2021. The current 

LTP runs from 2021 until 2040. It is referred to as LTP4 or the GM2040 Transport Strategy.

The government wants new Local Transport Plans to be submitted in 2024. Transport for Greater Manchester 

will take the lead on updating the GM2040 Transport Strategy and producing LTP5. We are waiting for the 

publication of new guidance for preparing LTPs from the government, including guidance on how we must 

estimate the carbon impacts of proposed interventions.

As part of the preparation of LTP5, Transport for Greater Manchester will consult people across Greater 

Manchester on a draft LTP5.

We will use our Bury Local Transport Strategy to influence and inform the preparation of the updated suite of 

GM Transport Strategy documents, including the updated GM2040 Delivery Plan and the Bury Local 

Implementation Plan that is part of the GM Delivery Plan.

The diagram on the next page shows the updating of the current GM2040 Transport Strategy suite of 

documents (LTP4) into the new Greater Manchester Local Transport Plan, LTP5, over time.

Updating Local Transport Plans
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Timeline for updating GM2040 Transport Strategy

GM2040 Transport Strategy

Pipeline Delivery Plans
GM Transport Delivery Plan 2021-26

GM2040 TS Pipeline Delivery Plans

GM Transport Delivery Plan 2027-32
10x updated Local Implementation 

Plans including
Bury Local Implementation Plan

GM2040 TS Sub-strategies
Plans for Specific Geographies

Current position
LTP4

adopted 2017,
refreshed 2021

Bury Local 
Transport Strategy 
(adopted October 

2023)

Final suite of 
LTP5 

documents

Updated GM2040 
Transport Strategy

Previous position
GM2040

Transport Strategy
LTP3

adopted 2011

10x Local Implementation Plans
Including

Bury Local Implementation Plan
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The refresh of the GM2040 Transport Strategy and Delivery Plan in 2020/21 saw the introduction of a Local Implementation Plan  

(LIP) for each of the 10 GM local authorities. These were prepared by the local authorities in partnership with TfGM.

Bury's Local Implementation Plan was approved by Council members in November 2020 and appended to the refreshed 

GM2040 Delivery Plan. Local Implementation Plans focussed on township and neighbourhood priorities and particularly on 

active travel. LIPs summarised the key local transport issues and opportunities in each local authority, providing an added l ayer 

of local detail that was not provided in the 2040 Transport Strategy document.

Bury's LIP set out four key outcomes that we would work towards by 2026, which were:

Å Outcome 1: Increase the number of neighbourhood journeys (under 2km) made by foot and by bike across the borough of 

Bury.

Å Outcome 2: Enhance connections to/from and within the centres of Bury, Prestwich, Radcliffe, Ramsbottom, Tottington and 

Whitefield by foot, bike, and public transport.

Å Outcome 3: Create clean, green streets, and relieve local communities from the impacts of congestion.

Å Outcome 4: Improve access to Metrolink for residents, workers and visitors

LIPs were intended to be 'live' documents, to be updated as local authorities developed their own local strategies, or as pla nne d 

schemes were delivered, and new ones were developed. The Bury LIP 2021 -2026 has informed the development of the Bury 

Local Transport Strategy and the outcomes we had set for 2026 have been reflected in our transport vision, objectives and 

investment priorities.

We will use the Bury Local Transport Strategy to inform development of the next Bury Local Implementation which  will be part 

of the new GM Transport Delivery Plan 2027 -32.

GM2040: Bury Local Implementation Plan
- 17 -
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GM2040 supports several other Greater Manchester Strategies and plans including: the Greater Manchester 

Strategy (2021 -2031),Places for Everyone, the GM Clean Air Plan, the Greater Manchester Local Industrial Strategy, 

the 5 -Year Environment Plan, the GM Low Emission Strategy and Growth  Locations Plans and Local Investment 

Frameworks.

The GM2040 ambition is for half of all journeys in Greater Manchester to be made by public transport or active 

ʌɶǍʬǸȺ ǩʳ ᶰᶮᶲᶮṣ ÿțȡɾ ȡɾ ɶǸȒǸɶɶǸǱ ʌɐ Ǎɾ ʌțǸ Ẏéȡȓțʌ ¶ȡʲẏṣ ÿțȡɾ ʭȡȺȺ ɃǸǍɅ ɐɅǸ ɃȡȺȺȡɐɅ ɃɐɶǸ ɾʔɾʌǍȡɅǍǩȺǸ ȲɐʔɶɅǸʳɾ ǸʬǸɶʳ 

day in Greater Manchester by 2040.

Greater Manchester Transport Strategy 2040
- 18 -

1 MILLION MORE
SUSTAINABLE 

JOURNEYS PER DAY

Too many short trips in Greater Manchester are made by 

car. In Bury, 42% of all trips are under 2km and 48% of 

these are made by car. Many of these short trips could be 

made on foot in around 20 minutes or by bike in 8 

minutes.

Over a third (36%) of all the journeys that start in Bury 

each day are to destinations elsewhere in Greater 

Manchester such as Rochdale and Bolton. For many 

Bury residents, particularly in areas to the north of the 

borough, t he public transport offer to these destinations 

is limited leading to 75% of people making these type of 

trips by car and only 14% using public transport. If we are 

to get more people using public transport it will need to 

serve the Borough better than it does now.

18
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GM2040: The new Streets for All approach
Greater Manchester has adopted a new Streets for All approach which will help to support the ambition for half of all journey s to be made by public transport or by walking, 

wheeling and cycling. The Streets for All approach will apply to everything we do on our streets. Streets for All places a stron g emphasis on reducing traffic and road danger and 

on improving the environment for pedestrians, cyclists and public transport users. This people -centred approach to street planni ng, design and network management is needed 

to level up the transport network, support growth and productivity and enable us to meet our decarbonisation targets. The Street ɾ Ȓɐɶ !ȺȺ ʬȡɾȡɐɅ ȡɾ Ẏto ensure that our streets are 

welcoming, green, and safe spaces for all people, enabling more travel by walking, cycling and using public transport while crea ting thriving places that support local 

communities and businesses ṣẏ

The new Streets for All 

approach puts pedestrians at 

ʌțǸ ʌɐɳ ɐȒ Ǎ ẎțȡǸɶǍɶǪțʳ ɐȒ ɶɐǍǱ 

ʔɾǸɶɾẏṞ ʌțɐɾǸ ʭțɐ ǪɐʔȺǱ Ǳɐ 

the greatest harm, such as 

drivers, will have a greater 

level of responsibility to 

ensure they reduce the 

danger they can pose to 

people walking, wheeling or 

cycling. Streets for All 

identifies five main street 

types shown on the adjacent 

diagram.
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GM2040: The Bee Network
- 20  -

The Bee Network is Greater Manchester's bold vision to deliver a joined -up London -style transport system, transforming how peopl e 

travel in and around Greater Manchester and enabling them to travel seamlessly across the city -region on buses, trams and trains , 

as well as by walking, wheeling or cycling.

Buses are being brought under local control through franchising and will be run by the Greater Manchester Combined Authority 

(GMCA) in the biggest change to public transport in the city -region in over 30 years. The first phase of franchising got underwa y in 

Wigan, Bolton and parts of Salford and Bury in September 2023. All bus services in Greater Manchester will have been franchis ed by 

January 2025.

Lower fares have already been introduced on buses across Greater Manchester to attract passengers back to public transport 

following the pandemic and to help with the cost of living crisis. New state of the art electric buses are also being introdu ced  to help 

improve local air quality. The first fifty of these came into service as part of the first phase of franchising in Wigan, Bol ton  and parts of 

Bury and Salford in September 2023 and another 170 will follow as franchising is rolled out. These new buses also feature audio -

visual announcements and USB -charging provision, as well as accessible ramps and two wheelchair spaces. 

The Bee Network also includes ambitious plans for Greater Manchester to have the largest cycling and walking network in the 

country, the Bee Active Network, connecting every area and community in Greater Manchester, including in Bury, with more than 

ᶯṞᶶᶮᶮ ɃȡȺǸɾ ɐȒ ɶɐʔʌǸɾ ǍɅǱ ᶰṞᶲᶮᶮ ɅǸʭ ǪɶɐɾɾȡɅȓɾṣ ÿțȡɾ ǍɃǩȡʌȡɐɅ ȡɾ ɾǸʌ ɐʔʌ ȡɅ gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾ ǍǱɐɳʌǸǱ ¬ɐǪǍȺ >ʳǪȺȡɅȓ ǍɅǱ ğǍȺkin g 

Implementation Plan Change a Region to Change a Nation ǍɅǱ ȡɾ ɾʔɳɳɐɶʌǸǱ ǩʳ ʌțǸ g¶ !ǪʌȡʬǸ ÿɶǍʬǸȺ >ɐɃɃȡɾɾȡɐɅǸɶẏɾ Active Travel 

Mission .

The aspirational Bee Active Network published in 2018 has been reviewed and updated to whether existing infrastructure meets 

current standards and  what is needed to upgrade them, what parts of the network have been delivered and what new routes are 

needed to connect everything up. This work will help to identify a pipeline of future schemes.

The GM Cycle Hire Scheme is another part of the Bee Network and is now up and running in the Regional Centre in Manchester, 

Salford and Trafford. In time, this should be expanded more widely across Greater Manchester.  Bury Council would support its 

expansion into the Borough.
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GM2040: Current Funding Programme
- 21 -

The main  source  of  funding  for  delivering  the  GM2040  Transport  Strategy  and  the  Bee  Network  is Central  

Government . To secure  Government  funding  to  maintain  and  improve  the  transport  system  our  local  and  

Greater  Manchester  transport  strategies  must  help  to  deliver Government's  transport  objectives  which  are :

Å Delivering  growth  and  productivity : Improving  connections  to  jobs  and  homes  and  improving  links  

between  towns  and  cities  by  providing  investment  in  high  quality  public  transport,  cycling  and  walking  

infrastructure .

Å Levelling -up : Providing  better  access  to  jobs,  education  and  services  in  a fairer  way,  opening  up  

opportunities  for  residents  living  in  less-connected areas  and  for  those  with  lower  incomes  by  improving  

bus  frequency  and  reliability .

Å Decarbonising  transport : Enhancing  public  transport  services,  creating  new  walking  and  cycling  routes,  

and  improving  existing  ones  to  help  reduce  car  dependency . Offering  more  opportunities  for  people  to  

travel  sustainably  and  delivering  improvements  to  air  quality  to  improve  the  health  and  wellbeing  of  

residents .

The City  Region  Sustainable  Transport  Settlement  (CRSTS) and  funding  for  bus  service  improvements  are  

the main  Government  funding  sources  for  investment  in  local  transport  right  now . There  is also an  Active  

Travel  Fund that  is administered  for  Government by  Active  Travel  England  which  invites  funding  bids  from  

local  authorities .

Greater  Manchester  submitted  a bid  to  the  City  Region  Sustainable  Transport  Fund  in  September  2021 

followed  by  a Bus  Service  Improvement  Plan  bid  in  October  2021. These  were  both  successful  and  secured  

money  for  transport  improvements  across  Greater  Manchester,  including  in  Bury . 
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GM2040: Current Funding Programme
City  Region  Sustainable  Transport  Settlement  (CRSTS)

In July 2022, the government confirmed a package of funding for Greater Manchester, including £1.07 billion of capital fundin g f rom the City 

Region Sustainable Transport Settlement (CRSTS) and £95 million of revenue funding through the Greater Manchester Bus Service  Im provement 

as part of the national Bus Back Better Strategy. The CRSTS funding will deliver investments in local roads, bus, train and t ram  services over the 

five years to March 2027: with new quality bus corridors, cycling and walking routes and improved transport infrastructure an d c onnectivity for 

towns across Greater Manchester.

The bus revenue funding is helping to make bus journeys more affordable through the introduction of lower fares.

Bury schemes in the CRSTS programme

The CRSTS programme approved by central government in July 2022 includes several schemes in Bury such as a new state of the a rt interchange 

in Bury Town Centre. The redevelopment of Bury Interchange will be Greater Manchester's first operationally carbon neutral trans port 

interchange. The £81 million scheme (£45 million CRSTS in the initial tranche, £36 million future CRSTSfunding post 2027) will include full multi -

modal integration including capacity for bus, cycle/active travel parking, Metrolink and vertical circulation upgrades. This sch eme is a key element 

of our Town Centre Masterplan, and we are working closely with TfGM to bring it forward.  There is also funding to:

Å develop plans for a new Metrolink Stop and Park and Ride/Travel Hub at Elton Reservoir.

Å investigate new tram -train technology between Bury, Heywood, Rochdale and Oldham, which would allow Metrolink vehicles to travel  

along heavy rail lines.

Å improve bus routes so that buses are more reliable and can become a real alternative to the car, with proposals being developed to 

upgrade key bus routes, including the A58 between Bolton, Bury and Rochdale town centres.

Å improve walking and cycling routes in Bury Town Centre and to deliver some of the active travel improvements identified in the R adcliffe 

Strategic Regeneration Framework and the Ramsbottom Town Plan.

Å invest in resurfacing some of the Borough's main roads.

More information on what CRSTS funding means for Bury is set out in within this Transport Strategy.
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3
LOCAL ISSUES AND
CHALLENGES

- 18 -



October 2023Bury Local Transport Strategy

Local issues and challenges

Although we are already signed up and committed to achieving the ambitions of the 

GM2040, we have our own specific transport issues and challenges that need to be 

identified and addressed if we are to provide a truly integrated transport system that 

operates for all our residents.

That is why we need a Local Transport Strategy Ṿ one which identifies local issues that a 

Greater Manchester wide Transport Plan is too strategic to consider.

Having our own Local Transport Strategy will complement GM2040 and will set out our own 

local transport priorities that will sit alongside the more strategic priorities in GM2040.

Crucially, having our own Local Transport Strategy will put us in a stronger position to 

identify and attract the funding needed to deliver schemes that are locally important for the 

Borough.  It will enable the Council to identify and develop proposals for transport 

interventions and to competitively bid for monies as and when they become available.

To understand the current transport situation and the transport needs and requirements of 

different areas of the Borough, a comprehensive baseline assessment was undertaken as 

part of the development of this Local Transport Strategy.

The feedback we received during the consultation on our draft Strategy has provided us 

with more information on the Borough's transport issues and challenges, which has been 

included.

This Chapter summaries some of the key findings from this evidence, setting out the main 

issues that the subsequent key investment priorities seek to address.

- 18 -
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Local issues and challenges: 
Metrolink

The Bury line has seen significant growth in Metrolink usage and has become an important commuting asset, particularly for th ose travelling to work in 

Manchester City Centre.  However, there are several issues with the existing Metrolink offer:

Å Bury Interchange is outdated and in need of redevelopment to provide an enhanced gateway for Metrolink services coming into Bury town centre, 

with better connections for buses, pedestrians and cyclists.

Å Services on the Bury line are subject to over -crowding during peak periods.

Å The current Metrolink line only serves the north -south corridor within the Borough resulting in poor east -west connectivity.

Å Anti -social behaviour at Metrolink stops across the borough particularly in areas without much youth provision. The stops  are seen as an attractive 

space to socialise in an antisocial manner, with hotspots of robberies and acquisitive crime.

Å The existing line  terminates at the Interchange in Bury Town Centre and does not directly serve the townships and more rural areas to the north o f 

Bury town centre.

Å The form and design of Metrolink stops in the Borough, which are largely as they were in the days of heavy rail operation and  do  not meet current 

passenger needs in terms of quality, waiting environment, safety or accessibility.  They need investment to modernise them make them more 

attractive to users..

The cost of travelling by tram, the reliability of the existing Bury Metrolink service, the overcrowding, particularly at peak t imes, and the use of the 

Bury town centre Park and Ride by non -Metrolink users. were also raised as issues in the public consultation.

TfGM is currently working on a programme to increase capacity on the network by providing more double trams where they are ne ede d. Additional 

trams have been added to the fleet and capacity will be matched to predicted demand. This should help improve the reliability  of  the existing services 

and resolve overcrowding at peak times.

The Metrolink system does not receive any public subsidy and is a premium form of public transport.. This makes it more diffi cul t to reduce the cost of 

tickets and make it more affordable for users.

- 19 -
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Local issues and challenges: 
Bus services 

- 20-

Investment in bus services is needed to strengthen the attractiveness of travelling by bus and connecting 

to other public transport modes . This will support the Greater Manchester Bus Plan target to increase bus 

patronage by 30% by 2030 and the GM Ẏéȡȓțʌ ¶ȡʲẏ ʬȡɾȡɐɅ ʌɐ ɶǸǱʔǪǸ ʌțǸ ɐʬǸɶǍȺȺ ɾțǍɶǸ ɐȒ ǪǍɶ ʌɶȡɳɾ ʌɐ Ʌɐ ɃɐɶǸ 

than half of all journeys by 2040. The adjacent map shows the current bus services in the borough. Some of 

the key issues and challenges for bus services are summarised below:

Å Unreliable and infrequent bus connections from Bury town centre to the northern part of the 

Borough,  leading to a large number of local journeys being made by private vehicles ( 65% of all 

journeys starting in Bury are made by car or van).

Å Anti -social behaviour at bus stops and on buses and issues with personal safety at bus stops, on 

routes to bus stops and on the bus.

Å Public transport journeys tend to take significantly longer than the same journeys made by private 

vehicle, particularly from parts of the Borough such as Tottington and Ramsbottom, 

which discourages the use of more sustainable modes.

Å Poor  ǩʔɾ ɾʌɐɳ ǍɅǱ ȡɅʌǸɶǪțǍɅȓǸ ȡɅȒɶǍɾʌɶʔǪʌʔɶǸ ǍǪɶɐɾɾ ʌțǸ =ɐɶɐʔȓțṣẰ

Å Improved bus  connections to existing and future housing and employment sites such as Elton 

Reservoir and Northern Gateway will be needed  to  ɾʔɳɳɐɶʌ ɾʔɾʌǍȡɅǍǩȺǸ ɃɐʬǸɃǸɅʌɾṣ Ằ

Å Strategic connections to Rochdale and Bolton are poor and rely  ɐɅ Ǎ ɾɃǍȺȺ ɅʔɃǩǸɶ ɐȒ ɾǸɶʬȡǪǸɾṣ Ằ

Å Bury Interchange is dated and in need of redevelopment to provide an enhanced gateway for the 

Borough  with high quality pedestrian routes, expanded public realm and restricted vehicular access 

around the interchange.
=ʔɶʳẏɾ Current Bus Network

26



October 2023Bury Local Transport Strategy

Local issues and challenges:
Network condition
=ʔɶʳẏɾhighway network is one of the key elements underpinning the strong performing economy of the 

Borough. It connects us all to jobs, commerce, services, schools, health care and communities.

The highway network comprises carriageways, footways, rights of way, street lights, cycleways, signs, drains, road 

markings, street furniture, structures, verges and highway trees within the publicly maintained highway. The value 

of these assets is estimated at over £1 billion.

As a Council, we have been investing heavily in improving the condition of the highway 

network, spending £20million over the last 6 years.  However, the cost associated with keeping just our road 

carriageways  in good condition is estimated to be £12 million per year ..

Bury Reported Injury Collisions 2017 -2021

It is essential  that people are safe and feel secure when travelling.

Good progress has been made in reducing the number of people killed or seriously injured on our roads, but road 

safety challenges still exist across the Borough. The wards with the highest casualty rate per 1,000 residents are 

Bury East, Unsworth and Holyrood. The adjacent map shows the location of collision by severity in  the 5 years 

period 2017 Ṿ 2021.

We will continue to work in partnership with Transport for Greater Manchester and others such as Greater 

Manchester Police to reduce the number of casualties on our roads  and achieve the Greater Manchester vision of 

reducing deaths and serious injuries to close to zero by 2050, known as Vision Zero .

To encourage people to walk and cycle,  we will need to provide safe cycle and pedestrian routes, including 

upgraded road junctions with protected crossing facilities . .

Local issues and challenges:
Road safety

- 23 -
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Local issues and challenges:
Congestion and journey time reliability

- 22 -

In the last ten years, there has been an increase of 13,400 licensed cars in the 

Borough, which represents an increase of 15%. As levels of car travel have increased, 

congestion on =ʔɶʳẏɾ road network has become more prevalent. Congestion has a 

significant effect on journey times and reliability, which are particularly costly to 

business and bus users, and increases air pollution.

The locations of several junctions with poor levels of safety, congestion or safety and 

congestion are reflected on the adjacent map alongside key strategic roads.

Key areas of traffic delay include the A56 and A58 corridors, around the junctions 

with the M66 (Heap Bridge and Pilsworth) and M60 (at Simister  Island and 

Whitefield), on other routes around and through the Borough's town centres  and 

connecting routes to the M60 and M66 such as A56 Bury New Road/Manchester 

Road, A58 Rochdale Road and Hollins Brow/Croft Lane, which often suffer additional 

problems when there are incidents on the M60 and M66.

Investment is needed at key strategic highway junctions across the Borough to 

alleviate congestion and improve journey times and reliability for public 

transport.  This includes the local highway network as well as the strategic highway 

network (motorways).

Future developments within the Borough, such as the Northern Gateway, will 

impact on travel movements in and around the Borough and there will need to be 

significant investment to accommodate this Ṿ both on the highway and public 

transport.
Road Network Hierarchy Road Network Congestion
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Local issues and challenges: 
Walking, wheeling and cycling

- 21-

Although some high -quality cycle and pedestrian facilities have been delivered and others are in -delivery, we need to do 

more to ensure we have a universally accessible, coherent and connected walking, wheeling and cycling network in 

Bury. Existing infrastructure may need to be upgraded and joined up with new infrastructure that meets new national 

LTN1/20 standards as well as Greater Manchester's new Streets for All standards. Current issues and challenges include:

Å The fragmented nature of the existing cycle network,  as shown on the adjacent map. This does not provide the 

required standard of connectivity, thereby limiting the number of new journeys being made by bike.

Å Existing walking and cycling infrastructure along key strategic routes generally offers a poor environment for 

pedestrians and cyclists.

Å There is a lack of walking and cycling infrastructure to support safe crossings of busy roads, the railway and the 

river.

Å Limited or insufficient cycling infrastructure at key public transport interchanges to support cycle movements as 

part of first -mile and last -mile journeys.

Å New developments such as Northern Gateway, the East Lancashire Paper Mill and Elton Reservoir will need to 

provide new and upgraded walking, wheeling and cycling infrastructure.

Å Bury town centre is encircled by dual carriageway with Peel Way (A56) to the north; Jubilee Way (A58) to the west; 

Angouleme Way (A58) to the south; and Rochdale Road/Derby Way to the east. Whilst these strategic routes 

provide good links to the M66, Rochdale, Bolton and Manchester, they are car -dominant environments which 

constrain permeability for pedestrians and cyclists.

Å Making sure people are safe and feel safe when walking, wheeling or cycling, in terms of both road safety and 

personal security.
=ʔɶʳẏɾ Current Cycle Network

Source: MappingGM

29



October 2023Bury Local Transport Strategy

Local issues and challenges:
Balancing competing demands for road space  

We recognise that we have a big challenge ahead of us if we are to decarbonise travel and meet our target to be carbon neutra l b y 2038. Alongside the transition to electric 

vehicles, more of us will need to use public transport and to walk, wheel or cycle instead of using the car for some of our jour neys.

The feedback we received through our consultation included opposing views. Some of you thought we weren't doing enough to suppor t motorists, while others thought we 

weren't being bold enough and should be doing more for pedestrians and cyclists.

If we are to transform the way we travel, we need to make it much easier for people to switch from the car to sustainable tra vel  for some journeys. We need to give people the 

choice to leave their car at home. The shift from private cars to more sustainable forms of travel will need to be gradual, a nd by 2040, we are still expecting that half of all journeys 

in Greater Manchester will be car trips (it's currently around 61%).

We will need to balancing the often -conflicting needs of visitors, local workers, residents and commuters and the needs of diffe rent types of transport.

We need to invest in transport in a way that will help to grow the economy, reduce deprivation and improve health and well -being .

We are also required by Government to make changes to road layouts to give more space to pedestrians, cyclists and buses.

Before we make any changes to road layouts, we will use traffic models to assess the potential impact of schemes on general traf fic to help us make an informed decision on 

what to do. We will also engage with residents and local businesses to help shape our plans.

- 25 -
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To ensure that  people can  use public transport facilities at all times of day, and can walk, wheel or cycle when and 

where they want to without concern for their safety, the transport system needs to be safer and feel safer.

Bury has a Community Safety Partnership (CSP) which is a multi -agency group set up to deal with community 

safety issues, including transport related issues around personal safety and road safety. The CSP Community 

Safety Plan 2022 -ᶰᶮᶰᶳ ɾʔɳɳɐɶʌɾ ʌțǸ ʭȡǱǸɶ ǱǸȺȡʬǸɶʳ ɐȒ =ʔɶʳẏɾ ¬Ǹʌẏɾ Eɐ uʌ ǍɃǩȡʌȡɐɅɾ ǍɅǱ țǍɾ ɾȡʲ ɳɶȡɐɶȡʌȡǸɾṞ ȡɅǪȺʔǱȡɅȓ ʌɐ 

create and maintain safe spaces and to tackle crime and anti -social behaviour. This group co -ordinates delivery of 

a range of activities across a number of themes. Activities relevant to the transport network include:

Å Women and Girls Safety, such as tackling issues at Kay gardens, public transport stops and interchanges, and 

underpasses.

Å Building in Safety within our Town centres, including application of Secure By Desing principles to the new 

Interchange proposals.

Å Safer neighbourhoods, including projects such as improvement works to Chesham subways and street scene.

Å Road safety including tackling anti -social driving, such as speeding, and implementing traffic calming 

schemes.

Local issues and challenges:
Addressing personal safety

- 4 -

Safety and security are crucial for the use of transport systems, both in terms of preventing casualties or injuries, and in ens uring users feel 

confident to use transport services and infrastructure  for both work and leisure related travel. It is recognised that some groups such as 

women and girls, black and ethnic minority groups (BAME), the LGBTQI+ community and those with mobility issues can suffer per son al 

security issues on public transport services which can dissuade those groups from travelling in certain ways and at certain times of the day.

Many of the comments we received during our consultation on the draft Transport Strategy were around personal safety. 
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In addition, TfGM jointly leads the GM TravelSafe  Partnership alongside Greater Manchester 

Police (GMP) with support from transport operators, GM local authorities, British Transport 

Police and GMCA. TravelSafe  Specialist Operations are one tool used by the Partnership to 

address issues of crime and anti -social behaviour and reassure public transport 

passengers. Across the last year, 30 TravelSafe  Specialist Operations were delivered in Bury 

in partnership with the GMP Transport Unit, Bury Council, Bury Youth Service, local 

schools/colleges and bus/Metrolink operators.

The TravelSafe  Partnership also run an extensive programme of education and 

engagement and delivered sessions on behaviours and safe travel to over 50,500 young 

people across the last academic year (2021/22). For Bury this was 7,306 pupils with proactive 

sessions delivered to all primary schools as part of Crucial Crew and reactive sessions 

ǱǸȺȡʬǸɶǸǱ ʌɐ æțȡȺȡɳɾ oȡȓț ñǪțɐɐȺṞ ñʌ ¶ɐɅȡǪǍẏɾ oȡȓț ñǪțɐɐȺṞ ÿɐʌʌȡɅȓʌɐɅ oȡȓț ñǪțɐɐȺṞ 

Unsworth Academy and Bury College.

To provide passengers with further reassurance and help tackle anti -social -behaviour, 

additional TravelSafe  Support and Enforcement Officers (TSEOs) will also be patrolling 

franchised bus services, interchanges and bus stations. The team will expand their 

operations as franchising rolls out and will be patrolling all bus services, stations and 

interchanges by 2025.

Local issues and challenges:
Addressing personal safety

- 4 -
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Local issues and challenges:
Achieving mode shift and meeting GM2040 Right Mix Targets
The GM2040 ambition is for half of all journeys in Greater Manchester to be made by public transport or active travel by 2040. T his is referred 

ʌɐ Ǎɾ ʌțǸ Ẏéȡȓțʌ ¶ȡʲẏṣ ÿțȡɾ ʭȡȺȺ ɃǸǍɅ ɐɅǸ ɃȡȺȺȡɐɅ ɃɐɶǸ ɾʔɾʌǍȡɅǍǩȺǸ ȲɐʔɶɅǸʳɾevery day in Greater Manchester by 2040.

According to 2019 data (the latest available), there were 495,000 journeys starting in Bury every day.  66% of them were made by  car or van, 

ʌțǍʌẏɾ ɐʬǸɶ ᶱᶮᶮṞᶮᶮᶮ ȲɐʔɶɅǸʳɾ ǸʬǸɶʳ ǱǍʳṞ with only 32% being made by sustainable modes (24% active travel and 7% by public transport) .

If Bury was to meet the ambition of 50% of journeys being made by sustainable modes by 2040 that would mean over 79,000 trips sw itching 

ȒɶɐɃ ǪǍɶ ɐɶ ʬǍɅ ʌɐ Ǎ ɃɐɶǸ ɾʔɾʌǍȡɅǍǩȺǸ ɃɐǱǸ ǸʬǸɶʳ ǱǍʳṣ ÿțǍʌẏɾ Ǎ ǩȡȓ ǪțǍȺȺǸɅȓǸ ǍɅǱ ʭɐʔȺǱ ɅǸǸǱ ǩǸʌʌǸɶ ɳʔǩȺȡǪ ʌɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌ ǍɅǱ ǪʳǪȺȡng and 

walking infrastructure to be in place for it to happen. Our ambitious growth plans will also lead to more trips, which makes the  challenge 

even harder.

Too many short trips in Greater Manchester are made by car. In Bury, 42% of all trips are under 2km and 48% of these are made  by  car. Many 

of these short trips could be made on foot in around 20 minutes or by bike in 8 minutes.

However, many people are discouraged from walking and cycling due to high levels of road traffic; a lack of dedicated cycling in frastructure 

and signage; concerns around road safety and personal safety; and major roads which create severance between neighbourhoods and 

destinations. Many areas are also blighted by having vehicles parked on pavements, which restricts footway space for people walk ing.

These challenges are particularly pronounced in areas with dense populations outside =ʔɶʳẏɾ main centres, such as Fishpool and Pimhole . 

They also impact disproportionately on  the 24% of households in Bury that do not have access to a car and rely on making trips by foot, bike 

and public transport,. They also exacerbate the prevalence of environmental and health issues.

Over a third (36%) of all the journeys that start in Bury each day are to destinations elsewhere in Greater Manchester such as R ochdale and 

Bolton. For many Bury residents, particularly in areas to the north of the borough, t he public transport offer to these destinations is limited 

leading to 75% of people making these type of trips by car and only 14% using public transport. If we are to get more people usi ng public 

transport it will need to serve the Borough better than it does now and people will also need to feel safe when using all for ms of public 

transport.

1 MILLION MORE
SUSTAINABLE 

JOURNEYS PER DAY
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Local issues and challenges:
Supporting growth and regeneration

!ʌ ʌțǸ țǸǍɶʌ ɐȒ =ʔɶʳ >ɐʔɅǪȡȺẏɾ ȓɶɐʭʌț ǍɃǩȡʌȡɐɅɾ ȡɾ ʌțǸ ȓɐǍȺ ʌɐ ǸɅɾʔɶǸ ʌțǍʌ ʌțǸ ɶǸɾȡǱǸɅʌɾ ɐȒ 

Bury can access family, friends, jobs, education, recreation and health in an efficient, 

economic and environmentally friendly way.

Growth must be inclusive and create vibrant and thriving communities that are well 

connected. It is therefore important that infrastructure is delivered alongside new 

developments to support sustainable neighbourhoods  and to create a competitive local 

economy within a high quality built and natural environment.

The Council has embarked on significant regeneration and development programmes  in 

its town centres , including Bury, Radcliffe and Prestwich.  Transport connectivity is a 

central part of these aspirations.

Likewise, through the Places for Everyone plan, the Council is seeking to deliver strategic 

employment and housing sites. These sites will need to be sustainably integrated into 

gɶǸǍʌǸɶ ¶ǍɅǪțǸɾʌǸɶẏɾ ǸʲȡɾʌȡɅȓ ʌɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌ ɅǸʌʭɐɶȶ ɐɶ ɾʔɳɳɐɶʌǸǱ ǩʳ ɅǸʭ ȡɅȒɶǍɾʌɶʔǪʌʔɶǸṣ

The proposed level of development has the potential to bring extra vehicular traffic to 

=ʔɶʳẏɾroads therefore new transport infrastructure will be needed to support this growth 

in a sustainable manner alongside improved connectivity to ensure Bury residents can 

access the new employment and housing opportunities.  

Radcliffe Civic Hub Proposals 

Prestwich Regeneration Proposals  

- 26 -
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Mobility and accessibility inequalities are highly correlated with social disadvantage. 

This means that some social groups are more at risk from mobility and accessibility 

inequalities. Currently households with access to a car face fewer mobility constraints 

as they can reach more opportunities over longer distances. Lowest income 

households have lower car ownership levels, primarily due to affordability issues.

The adjacent figure illustrates the percentage of households in Bury Borough that do 

not own a car or van. On average, access to private vehicles in Bury Borough is slightly 

higher than in England and Wales as a whole, however, car ownership levels vary 

significantly across the borough, with some areas, particularly to the north of Bury 

town centre, having much greater access to private vehicles than areas to the south.

Different transport users have different needs, and it is essential that our transport 

system is suitable for all, including those with disabilities who may or may not be 

using mobility aids or vehicles, as well as women, children and those with buggies etc.

uȒ ʌɶǍɅɾɳɐɶʌ ȡɾ ʌɐ țǸȺɳ ʌɐ ɶǸǱʔǪǸ ȺǸʬǸȺɾ ɐȒ ǱǸɳɶȡʬǍʌȡɐɅ ȡɅ ɾʔɳɳɐɶʌ ɐȒ =ʔɶʳẏɾ ¬Ǹʌẏɾ Eɐ uʌṠ 

ǍɃǩȡʌȡɐɅ Ȓɐɶ ʌțǸ =ɐɶɐʔȓț ʌɐ ǍǪțȡǸʬǸ Ẏfaster economic growth than the national 

average, with lower than national average levels of deprivation ẏ ʭǸ Ƀʔɾʌ ȡɃɳɶɐʬǸ ɐʔɶ 

public transport offer and cycling and walking networks to ensure that everyone  has 

equal access to the same opportunities and that we connect areas of deprivation to 

employment, education and other key services.

We will continue to work with partners such as Transport for Greater Manchester  to 

ensure all elements of the transport network are designed to be affordable, inclusive 

and accessible to everyone.  

Local issues and challenges:
Addressing social inequalities

Car Ownership (2011)

Location %

Ramsbottom 16.3%

Tottington 11.9%

Bury 29.3%

Radcliffe 27.0%

Whitefield 22.5%

Prestwich 23.5%

Bury Borough 22.1%

Greater Manchester 21.0%

North West 24.7%

England and Wales 26.0%
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