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Ramsbottom and Tottington

Ramsbottom townshipis located in the north of the Borough, set against the backdrop of Holcombe Hill on the edge of the

West Pennine Moors.

Ramsbottom town centre is the focal point of the township and has developed into a strong and attractive visitor
destination, supported by the East Lancashire Railway, a high -quality restaurant scene, a good range of independent
retailers and a popular annual events programme. This diversity has helped Ramsbottom to perform relatively well as both a

town centre and as a visitor destination.

The township also includes other surrounding settlements such as Holcombe, Hawkshaw, Holcombe Brook

and Summerseat ,which largely comprise distinct residential communities within a semi -rural setting.

Ramsbottom and the surrounding areas are served by highway routes that pass north to south and buses which enable

travel to Manchester, Bury and Bolton. Ramsbottomhasa compact centre meaning that amenities are within short walking
distances of each other  and the National Cycle Network Route 6 passes north -south throughthe town centre and along the
Kirklees Trail. Most of the Village Link, a unique walking trail of just under 18 miles around and between six of =7 G "mpst

historic villages, falls within Ramsbottom and Tottington.

Tottington township's physical geography is characterised by its position on the edge of the West Pennine Moors and the
Rossendale Valley. Tottington Village is the focal point of the township which also includes distinct and largely residential

settlementsin  Affetside , Greenmount and Walshaw.

The Kirklees Valley and Nature Trail is a key feature of the Tottington township. The trail runs along the former railway lin e
between Greenmount and Bury town centre and also forms part of the National Cycle Network Route 6. The trail highlights
the industrial heritage of the area, passing by the ruins of Tottington Mill Printworks which had a major influence on the
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The Ramsbottom Town Plan

A Ramsbottom Town Plan has been prepared by the Council and was published in 2022. The Plan

aims to encourage sustainable travel in and around Ramsbottom.

The Plan identifies a number of transport and public realm projects that will require more detailed
workto be undertaken. The conflict between pedestrian and traffic movement on Bridge Street,
for example, is something that has been highlighted as an issue, but this requires more detailed

survey work to determine whether public realm improvements could help to address this issue.

The Planinc ludes several high -level proposals and longer  -termideas that could help to improve the
appearance and function of areas of public realm and improve linkages between town centre assets

and the movement and circulation of all town centre users.

The Plan also proposes that the National Cycle Network be re -routed along less congested

roads and provide a better connection between the town centre and Nuttall Park. It also proposes

new cycling and walking corridors that connect with the river.

To strike a better balance between all users, The Ramsbottom Town Plan proposes to:

A Introduce time restrictions on council owned car parks in the core of the town centre.

A Provide long stay parking at the leisure centre to increase capacity for short stay spaces
in the town centre core.

A Increase provision of electric vehicle charging points.

A Introduce resident's parking schemes if needed.

We will incorporate the transport proposals identified in the Ramsbottom
Town Plan into our Transport Strategy and will take them forward as and when we can

secure funding.
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Transport issues in Ramsbottom and
Tottington

Whilst the heritage and layout of Ramsbottom town centre is one of its key assets, this does

cause some tensions with its function as a key visitor destination. The centre can, for

example, be difficult to navigate and there are issues with pedestrian and vehicular conflict

when visitor numbers are particularly high. Linkages between attractions are generally poor { | ' . “ﬁ .
m " e
and the centre has a longstanding problem with the quantity and location of parking for
visitors.
* , S id :ff"‘l|||.:“‘
Movement out of Ramsbottom town centre along Bolton Road West to Holcombe Brook is it e = Qs __ (i ”H”hilml
: e g s - ) B2 ] - »

often congested with limited crossing points for pedestrians. In addition, bus is the only public

transport option for the Ramsbottom township and services are generally infrequent and
unreliable. Journeys by bus take significantly longer than they do by car, discouraging the use

of sustainable modes.

yeanAndgAT AeAyr T Nef cAnt OAKX KeQAandeA BNAAr At An Ye?da
longer than private vehicle journey times. In addition, bus s the only public transport option for
Tottington and services are generally infrequent and unreliable which discourages the use of

sustainable modes to travel to and from Tottington around the borough.
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Summary of transport issues in Ramsbottom and Tottington

The north of the Borough is not served by any rail links to Bury or Manchester (the East Lancashire Railway is a
Heritage line, not a commuter line).

Bus services in and around Ramsbottom and Tottington are generally infrequent and unreliable.

Towns and villages such as Ramsbottom, Tottington, Greenmount, Holcombe and Walmersley are not well -connected

to each other by public transport, to other parts of the Borough or to centres such as Bolton and Manchester.

Significantly longer public transport journeys than private vehicle journey times, discouraging the use of sustainable
modes to travel.

There is a poor sense of arrival for pedestrians and motorists entering Ramsbottom at Peel Brow or via the East
Lancashire Railway.

A There is conflict between pedestrian and traffic movement on Bridge Street in Ramsbottom.

A Ramsbottom town centre is congested and often dominated by HGV traffic travelling through Ramsbottom from the
M66.

A The quantity and location of car parking in Ramsbottom does not meet the needs of residents, businesses and visitors.

A Poor wayfinding and signage to the National Cycle Network.

A There are limited cycle parking facilities around both Ramsbottom and Tottington

A A large area of Ramsbottom town centre is used for car parking, which reduces space for public realm and civic
amenities.

A Improvements need to be made on routes to and from Tottington High School Academy to support safe sustainable

movements to the school.



This Transport Strategy identifies the investment priorities that we will focus on to improve transport throughoutthe Boroug
ten local authority areas in Greater Manchester already working to deliver the Greater Manchester 2040 Transport Strategy in
the other nine local authorities. This means that we are working towards the ambition for half of all journeys in Greater Man
e Or QAQAF kr ~1n o RightMbdy
Having a Local Transport Strategy will put us in a stronger position to attract the funding we need to deliver schemes that a

and develop proposals for transport interventions and to competitively bid for funding when it becomes available.

TfGM has introduced cheaper bus fares and capped them at maximum rates.
We have carried out a review of the main walking, wheeling and cycling routes into
Ramsbottom from surrounding residential areas to identify where we can improve the active travel network.

We have carried out a parking survey in Ramsbottom as we know that

car parking capacity in
Ramsbottomis an issue. This survey includes an assessment of locations for potential new car parks.

In the last two years we have spent around £500,000 on resurfacing roads in the
Ramsbottom township at the locations shown in the adjacent table. We have also resurfaced Hall Street from
Bradshaw Road to Bank Street in Tottington.

In Ramsbottom, we have invested an additional £307,000 on preventative highway

maintenance and in Tottington, w e have carried out surface  treatment works on roads in the Cotswold Crescent

estate at a cost of £74,000.
We have delivered We have also

at Market

Bikeability cycle trainingto school  childreninyears 5, 6 and 7.
delivered a puffin crossing at Bolton Road West (near Ada Street) in Ramsbottom and a zebra crossing

Street, Tottington (near Laurel Street).

h. But we are not starting from scratch.

Bury is one of the

par tnership with Transport for Greater Manchester and

che ster to be made by public transport,

re locally important. It will

walking, wheeling

o, A @ty Bokak TMaDZEparttStkatedyy will provide more detail on what this means for the Borough and what our local prioritie sare.

enable the Councilto identify
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We will work with Transport for Greater Manchester to secure i nvestments to improve bus

services and infrastructure in Ramsbottom and Tottington.

Across Greater Manchester, buses are being brought back under local control for the first time

since they were de -regulated in 1986 under a system called franchising.

Franchised services started running in some parts of the Borough in September 2023. Those in
Ramsbottom and Tottington will be franchised by March 2024 along with the rest of the

Borough's services.

We will seek to build on Greater Manchester's proposed high frequency bus route network and
iIdentify where additional services and routes may need to be strengthened. This could include
the provision of Local Link type services to meet the needs of residents in more rural areas

of Bury so they have a car -free alternative for accessing work, leisure opportunities, education

and health services, as set outin Greater Manchester Bus Service Improvement Plan

The adjacent map shows all existing bus routes in Ramsbottom and Tottington.

Ramsbottom and Tottington Township: All Existing Bus Routes
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The Greater Manchester Bus Service Improvement Plan (BSIP), submitted to Governmentin October 2021, set out
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BSIP contains a target for 70 additional routes across the GM bus networkto be brought up to a high frequency standard

by March 2025, with a particular focus on linking key towns and district centres. The adjacent map shows which bus
services and routes in Greater Manchester's proposed high frequency bus network would run through the Ramsbottom

township.

The table below shows all the services in the Borough that are part of Greater Manchester's proposed high frequency bus

route network. A plan of all these routes and services can be found in the bus chapter. The proposed high frequency

routesin Ramsbottom are the 472 and 474 Bury -Ramsbottom circulars.  These proposed high frequency routes would be

an enhancement of the existing service. These would not be the only bus services in Ramsbottom and Tottington.

We will work with TfGM to identify the need for additional bus routes in Ramsbottom and Tottington.

Service Route
163* Manchester - Middleton - Heywood
93 Bury - Prestwich - Agecroft - Manchester
97 Bury - Unsworth - Prestwich - Manchester
98 Bury - Radcliffe - Whitefield - Manchester
135* Bury - Whitefield - Cheetham Hill - Manchester
471* Rochdale - Bury - Bolton
524* Bolton - Radcliffe - Bury
472 Bury - Ramsbottom circulars
474 Bury - Ramsbottom circulars
467 Rochdale - Daniel Fold - Bamford - Bury
468 Rochdale - Greave - Bamford - Jericho - Bury
* Indicates an existing high frequency service

Existing and Proposed High Frequency (‘Turn up and go’) bus routes

Ramsbottom and Tottington

RAMSBOTTOML 7 Wity

TG

——Existing high frequency bus routes
N New high frequency bus routes

s ——proposed in GM Bus Service

\ Improvement Plan
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Ramsbottom and Tottington

We have £2.3 million of funding available from the Greater Manchester City Region Sustainable g ™

Transport Settlement to improve walking and cycling routes in Ramsbottom . We have until March - 2 b

2027 to spend this money. We have continued to develop the ideas included in the draft Strategy

and will be carrying out public consultation in due course.

In addition to the severance caused by busy roads, rivers and railways, the steep valley sides of

Ramsbottom impose another constraint on its active travel network. It is difficult to find east -west

routes with reasonable gradients and the best north -south routes are heavily trafficked. National
Cycle Route 6 passes through Ramsbottom, entering via Nuttall Park and leaving via Stubbins

Lane, but Stubbins Lane is busy and involves a narrow rail bridge, so we will investigate alternative

route options.

We will seek opportunities to improve active travel routes to current design standards for example,

National Cycle Route 6 provides an attractive and convenient walking and cycling route through

yeAnAdAF AeAR AKeA? At N ReacBNaE oeAQeBkN =ceet kacAAOQt
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In need of improvement.
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Ramsbottom and Tottington

A Deliver a programme of preventative maintenance treatment to stop further deterioration of the road surface such
as patching, micro asphalt and surface dressing . Information on which roads will receive surface dressing each year is

published on the Council's website .

A Continue to deliver our Highways Investment Strategy to resurface roads that have gone beyond using any preventative

treatment .Information on which roads will be treated each year is published on the Council's website .

A Continue to deliver our street lighting replacement programme to replace lighting columns that are coming to the end of
their serviceable life and installing energy efficient LED lamps . RAMSBOTTOM PARKING

A Increase the number of publicly available EV chargers, working a supplier to install Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure
(EVCI) on Council land .

A Develop and implement a car parking strategy for Ramsbottom that addresses identified parking issues and meets the

needs of the A e n /gsidents, businesses and visitors . CLIENT: BURY COUNCIL

A Upgrade key junctions within Ramsbottom and Tottington to allow for improved highway safety, traffic flows and cater for

public transport and active travel movements

Bury Local Transport Strategy 148 October 2023



We want to make sure that our Local Transport Strategy meets the needs
of our residents, businesses and visitors. The adjacent table provides a
summary of the key transport proposals that are currently being

developed and implemented in Ramsbottom and Tottington . These
range from significant new infrastructure projectsto on -going

maintenance of existing infrastructure, which is important.

We will continue to work with our partners Transport for Greater
Manchester and other key stakeholders to
for projects that will improve Ramsbottom and Tottington's transport
network. This includes identifying funding opportunities that may arise

from national and regional initiatives.

identify further  opportunities

Summary of Key Transport Proposals for Ramsbottom and Tottington

Bus

Roll out of bus franchising

More high frequency bus routes including on the Bury -Ramsbottom 472 and 474 circular routes
Investigate the need for new Local Link bus services in the Ramsbottom and Tottington Townships
Walking, Wheeling and Cycling

Bikeability cycle training

Implement School Streets where appropriate

Active travel route improvements in Ramsbottom Town Centre

Active travel route improvements in Tottington

Investigate options for rerouting National Cycle Network Route 6 through Ramsbottom

Highways

Preventative highway maintenance
Highway Investment Strategy resurfacing programme

Expansion of publicly available Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure (EVCI)

Develop a parking strategy for Ramsbottom to meet resident, business and visitor needs

Upgrade key junctions within Ramsbottom and Tottington to

flows and cater for public transport and active travel movements

allow for improved highway safety, traffic
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Bury

Bury, as the principal centre of the Borough, has attracted high levels of investment in recent years, most notably
around The Rock Shopping Centre which has placed Bury the third highest ranked retail destination in Greater
Manchester. Adding to its retail portfolio, Bury is also home to the award winning Bury Market which has more than

350 stalls and attracts around 150,000 visitors per week ( Visit North West ).

Further visitor attractions within the town centre include the Fusilier Museum, East Lancashire Railway and

Bury Transport Museum.

There are a number of major educational establishmentsin the town centre including Bury College, Holy Cross

College and Bury Grammar School and the town has an active and accessible housing market.

Heritage is one of Bury's key assets, recognised through the large grouping of listed buildings and the designation

of the Bury Town Centre Conversation Area.
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A Bury Town Centre Masterplan has been prepared by the Council. The masterplan sets out an ambitious

but deliverable vision for Bury town centre . To remain a vibrant and thriving centre, Bury needs to adapt to the
changes in the UK's retail market, be attractive and open to inward investment, and encourage high  -quality,
mixed -use development as well as retain the key businesses and communities that make Bury the place that it is
today.

It is vital that development and regeneration proposals for Bury are supported by a range of transport

interventions.

Key development proposals identified in the Bury Town Centre Masterplan include:

A A new gateway into Bury town centre created by the redevelopment of Bury Interchange, a new Flexi -Hall and
public realm upgradesto create a continuous high quality pedestrian environment throughoutthe town
centre.

A Redevelopment and partial repurposing of the Millgate estate, providing a range of new development
opportunities, including new quality residential developments.

A Significant new residential development, including a new family orientated community within the town centre.

A New employment sites, potentially incorporating innovation hubs and makers studios.

A New visitor accommodation, with new hotel facilities.

A Growth of our successful colleges, providing a strong education, research and innovation offer within the town
centre.

A New sportsand leisure facilities.

A Review of existing car  parking in Bury town centre to provide sufficient capacity in the right locations and
modernise the facilities so they are integrated with new technology and transport modes.

To help supportthe delivery of the town centre vision, £20m Levelling up Funding has been secured for

transformational  improvements at Bury Market, the development of a new Flexi Hall and enhanced public realm

improvements. A further £45 million has been allocated to the initial phases of the new Bury Interchange.
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Bury Key Housing Sites

The acquisition of the Millgate Shopping Centre by the Council and the joint venture with Bruntwood unlocks new opportunities for employment,

leisure, offices, food and beverage outlets and hundreds of new homes in the heart of Bury town centre.

It is anticipated that this vacant cleared site will deliver around 50 homes. There is an opportunity for wider development o

and Castle Leisure Centre site, subject to the relocation of the existing leisure facilities.

These sites provide opportunities to build around 250residential units in a quality location with direct level access onto the

through the new southern access to the Metrolink Stop at Bury Interchange.

This site has potential to be brought forward as a build -to -rent apartment scheme for around 64 apartments.

The brownfield part of the Seedfield site is expected to deliver 86 homes, subject to planning permission. This will include

family homes, and the provision of affordable housing.

This site is expected to deliver around 43 affordable homes, including specialist accommodation for older people and people w

This cleared site is expected to be developed for around 30 homes.
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Fairfield General Hospital is located 2 miles from the centre of Bury and is the third largest hospital run by the
Northern Care Alliance. The hospital is one of the biggest trip generators in the Borough, with 500 staff and around
2,000 people visiting the site each day. The hospital's facilities generate a considerable amount of traffic on site and

on nearby roads.

The volume of traffic visiting the Hospital has continued to rise as patients, staff and visitors become more reliant on
the car as the primary mode of transport and this has created acute pressures on the site's car parking facilities.
Currently, car parking demand by staff and visitors far exceeds supply. This leads to problems including issues finding
a car parking space; illegal or inconsiderate parking both on the hospital site and on the adjacent highway network

and increased volume of traffic on approach roads

A lack of appropriate alternatives such as accessible public transport and active travel solutions further exacerbates
these issues. The Hospital is not well served by public transport and active travel routes to the site are poor.

The hospital is also around 10 minutes by bus from Bury Interchange.

The hospital is not currently on one of the existing or proposed high frequency bus routes butis served by the 467
and 468, which stop outsidethe  hospital on RochdaleOld  Road, while the B4 service between Bury and Heywood/
Hopwood serves bus stops withinthe hospital grounds . The hospital can also be accessed by some door -to -door

demand responsive transport services . The Heywood Local Link  service also provides journeys to/from Fairfield

General Hospital in Bury from the Pilsworth area. For those less able to use conventional public transport, the door -to -

door Ring and Ride service can also be used for journeys to/from Fairfield General.

To gather information, on the current modes of travel for staff, a travel survey was undertaken in 2021. The findings

show that approximately 84% of staff drive to work alone with only 3% of staff using public transport to travel to work.
However, respondents indicated that if public transport services were more frequent and reliable with
cheaper/subsidised fares then they could potentially be encouraged to use public transport more often to travel to

work .

Approximate travelling time to

Fairfield General Hospital

= 467 N 468 & B4
mins mins mins

Fairfield General Fairfield General

Hospital Hospital ﬂ Ferngrove
E Bamford ﬂ Bamford Topping Fold

. Fairfield General

“W/| Daniel Fold m Greave Hospital
29 Rochdale 25 Rochdale n Heywood

Frequency (mins)

Mon - Sat daytime — 40
Evening/Sun & Pub
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Frequency (mins)
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Similarly with walking and cycling, if routes were safer and if adequate shower and

changing facilities were provided then hospital staff could be encouraged to walk or cycle
to work. 43% of respondents also felt that they could be encouraged to use car sharing if
they could find someone who shared their route or if they could share with someone they

knew.

The hospital is committed to improving the health and wellbeing of both its staff and the
wider community and to helping to deliver a net zero emissions National Health
Service. Tackling demand for car parking, encouraging active ways of travelling and the

use of public transport for those who can do so is part of this commitment.

Developing effective alternatives to the car will be the key to delivering the behaviour

change sought by the hospital. Improvements to bus and active travel routes to the
terndAAX "dgAK t NAn DHWNEA OAx Ye? € ANrr ARAT
Road.

A potential park and ride scheme could also play a role in reducing the number of car
trips to the site. Opportunitiest o reduce the number of Single Occupancy Vehicle (SOV)
journeys made to the hospital by staff, patients and visitors will also be explored by Bury

care Organisation.

Bury Council will continue to work with and support Bury Care Organisationin

addressing travel issues at Fairfield General Hospital.
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