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Executive Summary:

At the Annual Council meeting on the 22" May 2024, the Council received a report
explaining that the Constitution should be reviewed annually and agreed the various
sections for review over the forthcoming municipal year 2024-2025.

The Constitution sets out how the Council operates; how decisions are made and the
procedures which are followed to ensure that these are efficient, transparent and
accountable to local people. The Council has a legal duty to publish an up-to-date
Constitution and review regularly.

Over the course of 2024-2025, the following areas were proposed for review:

Schemes of Delegation

Ethical Governance

Public Participation Guidance
Probity in Planning Guidance

Housing Governance

The Probity in Planning Guidance regulates the performance of the Council's planning
function, principally as it applies to applications for planning permission, but also to the
other areas within the terms of reference of the Planning Control Committee pertaining to
development control (e.g. enforcement, listed buildings, conservation areas, tree




preservation orders, etc).

A draft updated version of the Probity in Planning Guidance will be circulated to Members
of the Planning Committee for any comments which could include possible deletions or
additions.

The governance process will see the updated version of the Probity in Planning Guidance
with Planning Committee Member's comments, submitted to the Standards Committee in
April before formal approval at Council in May.

Recommendation(s)

1. That the Committee note the update.
2. That Members of the Planning Committee submit any comments to Democratic
Services on the updated version of the Probity in Planning Guidance.
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